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HLF News
Planned Giving Challenge From
Michele McKeegan and Ed Olsgard
JOIN THE LEGACY CIRCLE
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We are very excited to report that longtime library supporters, Michele
McKeegan and Ed Olsgard have announced a challenge to fellow library
lovers. They will donate $250 for every donor who makes a planned gift
to the Humboldt Library Foundation before the end of 2011. As Michele stated, "We want to encourage people to include HLF in their wills or
estate planning. Our libraries are a precious resource, and it's a great way
to assure their future."
Your planned gift in your will or estate plan will make a meaningful difference to the Humboldt County Public Library and in the lives of the
people it serves. Your gift will help to inspire young people, create a
more informed community and provide resources for future generations
of library users.
The Humboldt Library Foundation, in addition to our annual grants program to the library, is building the HLF Endowment Fund and that's
where the "Legacy Circle" becomes so important. Our long-term goal of
$2.5 million would guarantee an annual payment of $100,000 in perpetuity to the library - it will buy books and materials and enhance programs for the public. It is a lofty goal but one
we feel is possible given the generous support demonstrated in our community.
Here are a few ways our donors have included the HLF Endowment in their plans:
♦ "M" specified in her will/trust a percentage of her estate to go to the Humboldt Library Foundation.
♦ "S & T" specified a dollar amount in their will to go to HLF.
♦ "B" named the Humboldt Library Foundation as a 10% beneficiary on her IRA.
♦ "A" named HLF as a beneficiary on shares of stock.
There are many ways to include the Humboldt Library Foundation in your planned giving. If you would like to
learn more about including the Humboldt Library Foundation in your estate plans, contact us at (707) 269-1991.
You can also contact your advisors (financial planner, attorney and accountant) for help in establishing a charitable gift.
We hope that Ed and Michele's generosity will inspire you to include HLF in your estate plans - and, please, let
us know if you can help us earn that $250 challenge.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK by Elizabeth Murguia
Local author, Michele McKeegan and her bibliophile husband, the irreverent Ed Olsgard, posed a challenge to fellow library lovers at our annual gala
in December. After they accepted their plaudits and enthusiastic rounds of
applause, Ed and Michele took the microphone and challenged the crowd:
James Russell Lowell
they would contribute $250 to HLF for every donor who remembered the
library in their planned giving during 2011.
It was a wonderful challenge, the nudge we needed to step up our efforts to encourage you, our generous supporters, to
consider remembering HLF in your will, trust or estate plan.
You will be hearing more about the Humboldt Library Foundation ‘Legacy Circle’ in the months to come. We would
love to meet the challenge – and our own goal to add 20 new members to the ‘Legacy Circle’ during this calendar year.
Read more about how you can give in the Planned Giving section of the newsletter.
On the personal front, by the time you read this I will have retired from my ‘day’ job. I want to hit the great outdoors,
walk, hike and kayak our stunning landscape. Travel is in the offing, too, but first I will drive across country with a friend
this spring and hope we ‘aimlessly’ end up in Archer City, Texas, the home of Larry McMurtry’s
famous antiquarian bookstore. We have our own amazing antiquarian Eureka Books, but I hear
McMurtry has done “Booked Up” Texas size, and it’s big.
“Books are the bees which
carry the quickening pollen
from one to another mind”

So it seems, I’m ready to be an English Major again; following ‘the bee and the quickening pollen’
sounds about right. Thirty-five plus years ago, it was another path – that of politics and public service. A dynamic and rewarding career, but now I want gather up all the books I can bear and read
in every direction. After that stop in Archer City, you will find me at Eureka Books browsing or
buying – or the public library, where I already own the volumes – what a deal!

LOCAL AUTHOR’S CORNER, CAROLYN LEHMAN
Carolyn Lehman's latest book is the groundbreaking Strong at the Heart: How it Feels to Heal from Sexual
Abuse (Farrar, Straus, Giroux; 2005). "I set out to explore the ways sexual trauma in childhood effects
people's lives and the different ways they find to cope and heal," she explains. The project took her all
over North America to interview and photograph thirty teens and adults, from a wide range of ethnic
and cultural backgrounds. In New Jersey she interviewed a 17-year-old boy who had been abused by
his priest and who drew strength from speaking out on behalf of others. In Canada she talked with
Sheena, a 16-year-old Ojibwa girl who found healing through her community's cultural traditions. The
eleven survivors featured in the book include two from Humboldt County.
"It was important to me that the book reflect a wide range of experiences. I wanted readers to open the book, see photographs of someone like themselves and be able to say, 'He made it, she made it. So can I.’ My goal was to destigmatize the
experience and give readers realistic hope."
Strong at the Heart is the second book that Carolyn has written on the subject. When her novel Promise Not to Tell was published in 1985 it was one of the first books for young readers to address sexual exploitation; it received the Christopher
Award in Children's Literature. Strong at the Heart also garnered many awards and has been published in Japan. Carolyn's
articles, photos and reviews appear in national magazines and regional newspapers. She is a regular contributor to School
Library Journal.
Carolyn has lived in Arcata since 1979, but her relationship with Humboldt County began six years earlier when she met
her husband-to-be, Peter Lehman, on a canoe trip on the Eel River. They raised two sons here, Jacob and Ben, both of
whom are writers. Peter is the director of the Schatz Energy Research Center.
For many years, Carolyn taught Children's Literature classes at HSU and CR. As a California Arts Council Writer-inResidence, she originated and lead The Hero Project, a literature based creative writing program in local schools. She
serves on the board of directors of the Humboldt Community Breast Health Project; in Spring she can be found at the
Arcata Farmer's Market, selling tickets for the non-profit's annual vacation raffle. To find out more about Carolyn Lehman and her books, visit strongattheheart.com.
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2011 HLF BOARD OF SPONSORS (as of April 6, 2011)

First, HLF wishes to thank all past members
of the Board of Sponsors and then we wish
to welcome the 2011 Board of Sponsors for
your generous support of the library. Understanding the mission of the public library has
never been more important that it is today.
All branches of the Humboldt County Library system are busier than ever – even after
significant budget cuts. Total circulation continues to increase significantly even as library
budgets and hours are reduced. The generous
annual support from the Board of Sponsors
helps to preserve free public access to books,
movies, lectures, children’s programs, Wi-Fi
and more. We sincerely appreciate your generous and long-standing support of the public
library - the wealth of ideas and dreams it
represents.

Claude & Lee Albright

Humboldt Association of Realtors

Jack B. Alderson

Tom & Judy Klapproth

Barbara Barratt

Melvin & Hollis Kreb

Mona Beaver

Lost Coast Brewery & Cafe

Jack & Pam Bellah

Mac & Ann McClary

Norma Bohrer

A.W. & Judith McCrone

Milton Boyd & Jeanne Koziak

John Morrison

Mary Carey and Joe Collins

William & Alisa Murison

Jack & Diana Penna Casey

Robert Myers

Dean & Rena Christensen

Ed & Joan Nilsen

Martha Clague

J.L. O'Neale

Thomas Clark

Ellsworth Pence

Patrick & Renee Cloney

PWM, Inc.

Luther Cobb & Mary Ellen Mahoney

Glenn & Janis Saunders

Sandra Corcoran

Kusum Stokes, MD

Corsetti & Noyes

Helen Stromberg

Erich Franz Schimps
Richard Cogswell & Ester Saunoras Janis Schleunes
Kathryn Corbett
Wayne & Penny Sohrakoff

David & June Davis

Theodore & Josephine Trichilo

Julie Fulkerson & Lynne Evans

Marilyn & Roy Tucker

Green Diamond Resource Company

Denise Vanden Bos & Peter Pennekamp

William & Grace Greenwood

Ann Warner & Glen Nagy

Mary Susan Hansen

Law Office of W.G. Watson, Jr.

Mark and Anne Harris

Anda Webb & Jud Ellinwood

Patricia Hofstetter & Sally Tanner

Sharalee & Thomas Wrigley

Rees Hughes & Amy Uyeki

Frank & Paula Zazueta

HLF IS DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE
THE FOLLOWING GRANTS
♦ $20,000 to the Humboldt County Library to continue to add to the collection.
♦ $1,500 to the Humboldt County Library for the Summer Reading Program
♦ $5,000 to the HLF Endowment Fund to make sure that HLF will continue its support of the public library
and its services in the future.
♦ $2,000 to the contribution to re-establish the Trinidad Branch Library.
These grants were made possible by the generosity and support of our donors. Thank you to all of our donors
who gave so generously this year to Buy A Book, Board of Sponsors, in honor or memory of special people in your
lives or as an individual or organization in our community. Everyone who supported the 2010 Gala honoring
Helen Everett Award Winners Michele McKeegan and Ed Olsgard whether by attending, becoming a sponsor or
donating items for the silent and live auctions deserves our special gratitude. Individuals and local businesses
made it possible for HLF to raise over $30,000 at last year’s event. The challenge to donors to consider a planned
gift by joining the HLF “Legacy Circle” will help build this important program that can protect library funding
now and in the future.
Without you our support for the library would not be possible.
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HUMBOLDT COUNTY
LIBRARY BRANCHES
Eureka Main Branch
1313 Third St. □ 707 269-1900
Arcata Branch
500 Seventh St. □ 707 822-5954
Blue Lake Branch
1100 Greenwood Ave. □ 707 668-4207
Ferndale Branch
807 Main St. □ 707 786-9559
Fortuna Branch
775 14th St. □ 707 725-3460
Garberville Branch
715 Cedar St. □ 707 923-2230
Hoopa Branch
Loop Rd. @ Orchard St. □ 530 629-5082
McKinleyville Branch
1606 Pickett Rd. □ 707 839-4459
Rio Dell Branch
715 Wildwood Ave. □ 707 764-3333
Trinidad Branch
300 Trinity St. □ 707 677-0277
Willow Creek Branch
Hwy 299 @ Hwy 96 □ 530 629-2146
*Check open hours for Branches and Bookmobile
locations at ~ www.co.humboldt.ca.us/library

“The public library has been
historically a vital instrument of
democracy and opportunity in the
United States...Our history has been
greatly shaped by people who read
their way to opportunity and
achievements in public libraries.”
Arthur Schlesinger
HLF AND PLANNED GIVING
The mission of HLF is to enhance the
programs, services and continuing development
of the Humboldt County Public Library.

◊

HLF has established an endowment to
realize this vision.

◊

HLF endowment funds are managed by
the Humboldt Area Foundation.

◊

You can help support us in our mission by
making gifts to HLF during your lifetime
or under the terms of your will through
planned giving.

To learn more about how you can support HLF,
contact: Susan O’Connor, Treasurer at 442-1453
We urge you to consult with your legal and financial advisor to
assist you in arranging the best method of contributing.
The Humboldt Library Foundation is tax-exempt under
Section 501(c)3 of the IRS Code.

www.humboldtlibraryfoundation.org
The HLF website accepts secure donations online. Just click the
Donate Button and indicate the amount of your gift. Your credit card
or PayPal account will be charged and a receipt will be sent by email.
Be sure to let us know how you want your gift designated and exactly
how you wish to be recognized. Thank you.

Would you like to receive our newsletter or
information about upcoming events by email?
If so please send your email address to hlf@humboldt1.com.
Just let us know. We are eager to hear from you.

You can “Open the World” to knowledge, adventure and enjoyment when you contribute
to the Humboldt Library Foundation.
I would like to make a donation of $____________VISA□ MC□ AMEX□
Card # ___________________________________Expires____________
Name on Card _______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________
City____________________________ State _____Zip______________
Phone:__________________
Email:______________________________
Designate my gift to:
Buy a Book _____Name on Bookplate___________________________
Board of Sponsors ____ Community Donor_______________________
Name/Names as you would like your gift recognized
__________________________________________________________
Or my gift is Anonymous ______________________________________
In Honor of _________________________________________________
In Memory of _______________________________________________
Acknowledge Gift In Honor or Memory to_________________________
Address____________________________________________________
City ___________________________State _____ Zip _______________
Please complete and return this page along with your payment to:
Humboldt Library Foundation
P.O. Box 440, Eureka, CA 95502 or feel free to call or go online.
707-269-1991, www.humboldtlibraryfoundation.org
Gifts are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law. The Humboldt Library Foundation provides no goods
or services in consideration of gifts received. HLF is a component of the Humboldt Area Foundation.
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PENNY POSTCARDS OF
HUMBOLDT COUNTYSEEING THE COUNTY ONE
CENT AT A TIME
With Jerry Rohde

Presented by Pierson Building
Center
April 30, 2011 - 1 PM and 3 PM
Eureka Main Branch
For the first fifty years of its existence,
Humboldt County was hidden behind the
“Redwood Curtain,” an inaccessible location
of fabled forests and remote seacoast. Then,
in the early 1900s, the advent of the “penny postcard” allowed the outer world a glimpse of the towering trees and rocky
headlands that are the essence of the county. Within a few years, the opening
of the Northwestern Pacific Railroad and the Redwood Highway allowed
tourists and travelers greater access to the area, and they could
convey their impressions on the backs of six-by-four-inch
pictures of the places they’d visited.
Now, a century later, each of these postcards serves as a small
window on the past, letting viewers of today see the sights of
yesteryears that so thrilled and astonished an earlier generation. As Humboldt
County celebrates its 158th birthday, join with us in seeing what the county
was like as a youngster of 55 or 60, during the “golden age of postcards.”
“I think the health of our civilization, the depth of our awareness about the
underpinnings of our culture and our concern for the future can all be tested by
how we support our libraries.” Carl Sagan

MEET AUTHOR KELLI STANLEY ON JUNE 4, 2011
Arts Alive—EUREKA BOOKS, 426 2nd Street, Old Town Eureka
Join us on June 4, 2011 for Arts Alive at Eureka Books to meet award winning author Kelli
Stanley. It is always a pleasure to visit Eureka Books and Kelli will sign copies of her latest book
The Curse Maker described as “Roman Noir,” homage to authors Raymond Chandler and
Dashiell Hammett set in ancient times. Kelli will sign copies of her books and a portion of sales
will benefit HLF.
Kelli’s work includes crime fiction novels and short stories, and she lives in San Francisco, a city
she loves to write about. In 2010 Kelli won the Los Angeles Times Book Prize in the mystery
category for City of Dragons, a mystery set in Chinatown. Her first mystery set in the ancient
world, Nox Dormienda, was the subject of a lecture in classics at Stanford University. Kelli has a
Master’s Degree in Classics, loves jazz, old movies, battered fedoras, Art Deco and speakeasies.
She is walked daily by a Springer Spaniel named Bertie. She credits Raymond Chandler, Ernest
Hemingway, Cornell Woolrich, Dashiell Hammett and Thomas Hardy as some of her major influences.
Kelli is always working … more Miranda Corbie novels, more “Roman noir”, and a contemporary thriller. She is a
member of Mystery Writers of America, International Thriller Writers, Private Eye Writers of America, Sisters in Crime,
and the International Association of Crime Writers.

Humboldt Library Foundation
P O Box 440
Eureka, CA 95502

NONPROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE
PAID
EUREKA CA 95501
PERMIT NO. 285

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone: 707-269-1991
Fax: 707-269-1998
Email: hlf@humboldt1.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President, Elizabeth Murguia
Vice-President, Marge Custis
Secretary, Sara Traphagen
Treasurer, Susan O’Connor
Judy Anderson
Nancy Frost
Allan Katz
Peter La Vallee
Leslie Lollich
Teddie Lyons
Sid Noyes
Kelly Sanders
Robert Taborski
Buzz Webb
Directors Emeritus
Bonnie Neely
Sally Upatisringa
Janie Walsh 
Mid Westfall 
Ex-Officio
Victor Zazueta
Connie Johnson
“A Library , to modify the
famous metaphor of
Socrates should be the
delivery room for the birth
of ideas— a place where
history comes to life.”
Norman Cousins

SAVE THE DATES
APRIL 30, 2011—1 PM and 3 PM
Join Jerry Rohde at the Eureka Main Branch
PENNY POSTCARDS OF HUMBOLDT COUNTYSEEING THE COUNTY ONE CENT AT A TIME
Presented by PIERSON BUILDING CENTER
JUNE 4, 2011
MEET AUTHOR KELLI STANLEY AT
EUREKA BOOKS - ARTS ALIVE
426 2nd Street, Old Town Eureka

