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She oversaw the summer reading program, presided over hundreds of story hours, 

built an excellent children’s collection for all the branches and brought the 

adorable Pajama Story Hour to the library.  It was no wonder recently retired 

Children’s Librarian JoAnn Bauer said with quiet enthusiasm, “I really did love 
my job.”  And much beloved she is.  JoAnn retired in April of this year and she 

left an indelible mark upon the county library system and multiple generations of 

readers. 

From an early age, JoAnn was a reader and always a patron of the public library.  

Her first job as a teenager was as a page at San Carlos Public Library; during 
college, she was the ‘over-dues’ clerk at Berkeley Public Library.  Like many transplants to Humboldt, it 

was the lure of a simpler, rural life that brought the young family to Humboldt County.  Her first position at 

the Humboldt County Library was gluing and repairing damaged books. Back in a book-lined building, she 
felt at home and inspired by the librarians she observed, who still found their work to be so fulfilling.  The 

observation was enough to cast her fate; she pulled up stakes, went back to school and earned a Masters in 

Library Science. 

Her return to the Humboldt County Library started innocuously enough: sorting and cataloging books from 

the former Eureka Branch and then cataloging the extensive Steenfott photo collection for the Humboldt 
Room.  She spent two years at the Garberville Branch and in 1980 was hired as the Children’s Librarian for 

the system. 

For over thirty-five years, JoAnn affected many young lives, helped families and made sure services were 

extended to the farthest outreaches of the county.  She established many of the library’s most popular 

programs, including the Summer Reading Club, Story Hour and development of a rigorous Young Adult 
collection, including the Youth Advisory Council.  Her regular columns in the Times Standard, reviewing 

children’s literature, was a favorite for many teachers, parents and those who simply like good literature – 

no matter what the age. 

When partnership with First Five Humboldt became a possibility, providing additional resources for young 

families and children 5 and under, JoAnn lead the library’s effort to develop popular outreach programs, 
such as Leap Into Literacy, Drumming Up A Story, 

Baby Sign Language, Parenting Workshops, 

Kindergarten Here I Come, Baby Read and Grow and 

many others.  With two outreach specialists, the library 
partnered with over 20 child care/early childhood 

centers and provided 75 books per month and an 

innovative ‘theme bag’ that supports the reading 
materials.  The program remains today and receives 

very high marks for its effectiveness in developing 

reading skills with the youngest among us. 

JoAnn’s love for her works is evident in conversation.  

“I was so energized,” she said, “being the Children’s 

Librarian was the best job in the world.” 

Annual Holiday Gala – December 7th, 2015   
2015 Helen Everett Award Honoree ~ JoAnn Bauer,  

Retired Children’s Librarian   
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My summer was awash with family and friends and my granddaughter’s 
wedding -- witnessed and celebrated in my yard.  It was magic and the memory 

of affection still lingers beautifully in the mind’s eye and in one’s heart.  Not 

surprisingly, the preparation out-paced my reading, but I did dip into books 
that ‘console, distract and excite’, as Elizabeth Hardwick so beautifully 

expressed. 

Gardening had overtaken my days, so I especially enjoyed Diane Ackerman’s 

Cultivating Delight:  A Natural History of My Garden.  It is keen observation, fine writing and facts about the 

natural world that surprised, then absorbed as an ‘aha’ moment.  It is a fine meditation that would satisfy any 
gardener who wonders why she enslaves herself to this never-ending routine:  weed, it grows back; prune, 

water, dead-head, rearrange the landscape:  it remains a puzzle. But for the seasoned gardener and reader who 

likes good garden writing, Ackerman makes you want to be more observant and become a better gardener. 

For the music, and especially cello, aficionados, Eric Siblin’s The Cello Suites: J.S. Bach, Pablo Casals, and 
the Search for a Baroque Masterpiece is a wonderful discovery.  For the master of classical music this may be 

old hat, but not for me.  Music history, literary and political history, Siblin weaves together the lives of Bach, 

Casals and his own experience of discovery.  Divided into six chapters, each peeling back the history and 

music of the Six Cello Suits, this book will definitely have you looking for a recording. 

I was also compelled back to Rebecca Solnit’s The Faraway Nearby, a gem of a memoir, or should I say 
meditation on life, family and writing.  It is a digging deep that reveals great natural wonders, or more 

accurately the puzzles, of the world.  From ice caps, to Che Guevera to canning apricots and her mother’s 

descent into Alzheimer’s disease this is an unusual and extraordinary read.  

Right now I’m well into The Boys in the Boat, by Daniel James Brown.  You’ve seen it everywhere and if you 

haven’t picked it up yet, do so.  This is the riveting story of the 1936 US Olympic Crew Team who hailed 
from the Pacific Northwest’s Washington State University.  With the Great Depression for background, these 

young men come face to face with Hitler and the powerful Nazi propaganda machine.  Well worth your time.  
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From the President’s Desk by Elizabeth Murguia 

“The greatest gift is the passion for reading.  It is cheap, it consoles, it distracts, it excites, it 

gives you knowledge of the world and experience of a wide kind.  It is a moral illumination.” 

Elizabeth Hardwick, author, critic, essayist ~ 1916 – 2007  

Inside Washington with Bill Press 
Presented by the 

Humboldt Library Foundation 

Bill Press is no stranger to Northern California. He lives part-time in Marin 

County. He is former Chief of Staff to State Senator Peter Behr (who repre-

sented the North Coast in the Legislature and authored the California Wild Riv-

ers legislation, which provided state protection to the Eel, Trinity and Klamath 

rivers). Bill Press hosts a nationally-syndicated radio program, heard Monday 

through Friday on KGOE-AM in Eureka, and is the author of several highly 

praised books. 

Saturday, October 24, 2015 

2:00pm - 4:00pm 

Sequoia Conference Center 
901 Myrtle Avenue, Eureka, CA 95501 

RESERVATIONS $35  

$25 Students & Seniors 

humboldtlibraryfoundation.org 

hlf@humboldt1.com 

(707) 269-1991 
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Donor Spotlight—Dr. Vis & Sally Upatisringa  

Library advocates, Dr. Vis & Sally Upatisringa 
have always loved books -- from the hefty set of 

encyclopedias treasured by Vis to Sally’s obsession 

with mysteries.  They are both retired teachers and 

libraries embody their democratic ideal - access to 
life-long learning. Sally has been one of Humboldt 

County's greatest library advocates.  For many 

years, she chaired the fundraising campaign that 
built the new Main Branch 

Library in Eureka - an 

effort that lasted over a 
decade and involved thou-

sands of hours of work, 

soliciting hundreds of sup-

porters and working with 

many volunteers. 

Vis is a retired professor 

of math from Humboldt 
State University; he at-

tended primary school in 

Thailand and is a graduate 
of Chung Ling High 

School in Malaysia.  

Sally's advocacy for li-
braries grew out of her life 

experience.  As a young 

girl, a favorite summer 
day was the trip to the 

local library, coming 

home with armloads of 
books.  While earning her 

degree at Oregon State, she studied children's lit-

erature and worked at the public library.  Sally still 

marvels at the simple pleasure of families, children 
and individuals using and enjoying the public li-

brary.   

Vis’s rich educational experience, spanning conti-
nents and multiple languages, naturally under-

scores his passion for learning and the challenges it 
represents.  His support for HLF has been so 

strong, that he endowed two of the very first funds 

established at Humboldt Library Foundation – the 

Hun Kwan Goh Memorial Book Fund, to honor his 
father, and the Elizabeth Murguia/Sally Upatis-

ringa Fund, to honor both women for their work to 

raise funds to build the ‘new’ Main Branch in 

Eureka.   

Vis and Sally were the earliest 

members of the HLF Legacy 
Circle and strongly encourage 

others to remember HLF in 

their estate planning.  In 2014, 
Vis established the Sally Upa-

tisringa Mystery Books Fund.   

Sally enjoys the genre, for nu-

ance of place and history and 
pure reading pleasure.  She 

checks them out of the library 

with such ferocity, Vis estab-
lished the fund to keep the 

books coming.  And even more, 

to honor Sally and her life-long 
passion and commitment to the 

mission of the public library. 

Sally has been active in the 
Humboldt League of Women 

Voters, the United Methodist 

Church and Camelot Stables.  
Vis and Sally established an 

Education Fund at the Humboldt Area Foundation 

to support math students at HSU and provide sup-

port for those attending their Alma Mater, Oregon 
State.  They are extraordinary community mem-

bers, giving back in profound and important ways 

that help ensure for future generations in our com-

munity.  Thank you, Vis and Sally.  

 

"The habit of reading is the only one I know in which there is no alloy. It lasts when all 
other pleasures fade. It will be there to support you when all other resources are gone. It 

will be present to you when the energies of your body have fallen away from you. It will 

make your hours pleasant to you as long as you live.” 

       Anthony Trollope  



November 1995!  It can be 

remembered almost as if it was 

yesterday, with the final 

preparations being put into place 

to open the long-awaited new 

Humboldt County Main Library 

in Eureka!  The excitement in the 

air was palpable – the pomp and 

circumstance, the many invited 

local and out-of-the-area 

dignitaries, the music, all as the 

huge public crowd gathered 

outside waiting for the final 

ribbon cutting to at long last get a glimpse of the inside of what promised to be an awesome library for 

everyone to enjoy.  The crowd seemed to intuitively know just inside the doors they would find endless 

possibilities for learning, reading, and enjoying one’s own space.  The Library, as a facility and service, did 

not disappoint.  To this day hardly a week goes by that a new resident or visitor doesn’t come in with wide 

eyes and say ‘this is one of the best, most beautiful libraries I’ve been in!’  And how proud we are to beam 

back and say, yes, we agree!  It is one of the crown jewels of the county. 

To commemorate our 20 years by the bay, starting this November the Library will unveil its new library card, 

which depicts the beauty of the building from the bay side – a card free to all first time borrowers.  Our tote 

bags are with the same theme, available for purchase in multiple colors; perfectly sized for carrying your 

books, DVDs, CDs, and magazines safely home. 

To kick off the month long celebrations, the Humboldt Library Foundation and the Friends of the Redwood 

Libraries will be hosting an evening reception at the Library with a special guest, our newly appointed State 

Librarian, Greg Lucas. 

To further celebrate you will find many programs – for adults and youth – on the Library’s November 

calendar of events, most with a library interest or architectural theme.  There will be an offering of movies, 

presentations, and music.  All are free and available to everyone.  Notably, there will be a program titled 

Rising to the Challenge: Re-envisioning Public Libraries, presented by a former California State Librarian and 

Director of the Federal Institute for Museum and Library Services, Susan Hildreth.  Also, a program titled 

Evolution of the Book, presented by a local 

science writer and columnist with the North Coast 

Journal, Barry Evans.  Please check the Library’s 

website for more details:  www.humlib.org. 

The Library supporters and staff invite you to 

select a program, or more, to enjoy along with the 

beauty and grace of your local Main Library as it 

continues to prominently serve the community 20 

years from its grand opening.  All are welcome to 

help us celebrate! 

PAGE 4  

Celebrating the 20th Anniversary 
Schedule of Special Events at the Eureka Main Branch 

http://www.humlib.org


Construction Photos, 1995 
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Celebrating the 20th Anniversary 
Schedule of Special Events at the Eureka Main Branch 

Join members of the Legacy Circle.  Remember HLF in your will or estate planning.  

The HLF Legacy Circle comprises a special group of individuals who have remembered the Humboldt Li-

brary Foundation in their will or estate planning.  Their gift will grow the HLF Endowment Fund, a long-term 

strategy to provide funding for the library in perpetuity.  

For every new Legacy Circle member added during 2015, Ed Olsgard and Michele McKeegan will match the 
commitment with a $250 contribution. So please consider today – planning now will provide immediate and 

long-term support for the public library.  

Tom & Roberta Allen • Jim & Judy Anderson • Barbara Barratt • Mona Beaver • Patty Berg • Norma Bohrer  

Kathrin Burleson • Marge & Max Custis • Sandra Corcoran • Nancy Frost • Bill & Grace Greenwood 

Susan Hansen • Thelma & Ted Ingebritson • Allan Katz • Tom & Judy Klapproth • Leslie Lollich 

Dennis & Satoko McCarn • John & Sara Moore • Elizabeth Murguia • Ed Olsgard & Michele McKeegan 

Bruce Neidorf • Susan O’Connor • Kelly & Neal Sanders • Jane Stein • Angus & Joan Stewart 

Judith Stoffer • Sara Traphagen • Vis & Sally Upatisringa • Edward & Judy Webb 

HLF Legacy Circle — Make a Planned Gift to HLF 

 November 2: Opening Reception with California State Librarian Greg Lucas 

 November 3, 10, 17 & 24:  Movie Night at 6:30 pm 

 November 4 & 18:  Special Children’s Programming at 6:30 pm 

 November 6 & 7:  Friends of the Redwood Libraries used book sale; for more info, see www.eurekafrl.org 

 November 7:  Humboldt State University Brass to perform at 2:00 pm 

 November 12:  Book Club members to discuss Robert Dawson’s The Public Library:  A Photographic 

Essay, Noon – 1:30 pm 

 November 14:  Local author Barry Evans to discuss “The Evolution of the Book”, 1:30 – 2:30 pm 

 November 19:  Susan Hildreth, former California State Librarian, to present “Rising to the Challenge:   

 Re-envisioning Public Libraries”, 6:30 – 7:30 pm  

A Bird’s Eye View Trusses in the Humboldt Room 
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Buy a Book Campaign 2015 Board of Sponsors 

Founder 

Coast Central Credit Union • Judith Hinman   
Humboldt Sponsors • Dorothy Kostriken • Michele 
McKeegan & Ed Olsgard • Pacific Gas & Electric  
Charles & Anna M. Pedrazzini Foundation • Ro-
tary Club of Eureka • Andrew & Sandra Westfall 

Raymond & Pauline Wickel 

President’s Circle 

Beverly Allen • Norma Bohrer • Stan & Judy  
Dixon • Susan Hansen • Humboldt Redwood Com-

pany  • Mercer-Fraser Co. • Zhao Parks 

Richard Cogswell & Ester Saunoras 

Library Advocate 

Don & Jean Avant • Barbara Barratt • Bear River 
Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria • Mona Beaver  
Joan Berman • Milton J. Boyd, PhD • Dean & Rena 

Christensen • Thomas J. Clark • Bill Greenwood 
Nancy Lengyel • Mac & Ann McClary • Mendes 
Supply Co. • Robert & Jane Micks • Lisa Naef   

Vis & Sally Upatisringa • Edward & Judy Webb 

Sustaining Member 

Aalfs, Evans & Co. • Jim & Kay Able • Claude & 
Lee Albright • Jack Alderson • Kim & Sile Baur-
iedel • Ken & Shirley Bay • Robert & Pat Barnum 
Chris & Richard Beresford • Kathrin & Michael 

Burleson • Jack Casey • Donald Cloney   
Patrick & Renee Cloney • Greg & Carol Conners    
Jay Davis • Mike & Annette Downey • Judith Ed-
son • Joan Edwards • Larry & Kitch Eitzen • Julie 
Fulkerson & Lynn Evans • Green Diamond Re-

source Co. • Harper Motors • Mark & Anne Harris 
Dan & Donna Hauser • Arlene & William Hartin 
Rees Hughes & Amy Uyeki • Humboldt Assn. of 

Realtors • Fred & Martha Johansen • Allan Katz & 
Marylee Bytheriver • Tom & Judy Klapproth   

Vicki & Willie Knapp • Jeannette Lackett • Dick & 
Kathy LaForge • John & Mary Lou Lange • Alistair 
& Judith McCrone • Ken Miller • Michael & Jane 

Minor • Jack & Wynona Nash • Joan Nilsen   
Felicia Oldfather • Ellsworth Pence • Norman Pol-
ston & Tina Mackenzie • Neville & Dorothy Price 

Janis Saunders • Erich Franz Schimps • Janis Schlu-
enes • Jimmy & Jacque Smith • Wayne & Penny 

Sohrakoff • Herrmann & Cheyenne Spetzler • How-
ard & Rebecca Stauffer • Trish Stefanik • Jack 

Stoob • Helen Stromberg • Sally Tanner • Trinidad 
Rancheria • Roy & Marilyn Tucker • Watson Law 

Office • Anda Webb & Jud Ellinwood • Ted & 
Sharon Welton • Frank Zazueta & Paula Edwards 

 

This year, the Humboldt Library Foundation’s ‘Buy 

a Book’ campaign is focused on getting the Library 

the resources it needs to build-up the very popular 

Large Print collection.  

Large Print titles appeal primarily to visually im-

paired patrons, but many others check out the titles 

too -- they’re easier on the eye and easier to read.  

Below are those contributions received this year in 

support of the Buy a Book Campaign.  

 

Donations In Honor & Memory: 

Stephanie Bennett in memory of Alice de L. Bennett 

Susan O'Connor in memory of of Loreen Eliason 
Martha Shanahan in honor of Grandma & Poppy 

Yarbrough 
Sylvia & Thomas Soper in honor of Ruth Gross 

Sara Traphagen in honor of Marylee Bytheriver  
Archie & Sue Lee Mossman in memory of Jo Anderson 

Edward & Judith Webb in memory of Laura Vining  

Tom & Barbara Peters in memory of Margaret Stratton 
Sara Traphagen in honor of Martha Traphagen 

Stephen & Paula Parodi in honor of Anne Harris 
Jeannette Lackett in memory of Ms. Phyllis Hussey 

Susan O'Connor in memory of Evelyn Mary Jebb Johnson 
Marge Custis in memory of Phyllis Hussey 

Scott & Kathryn Sattler in honor of Kelley Devlin-Lake 
Donald & Joyce Kudrna in honor of Nancy Davis 

Janice Wilson in honor of Elizabeth Murguia 
Susan O'Connor in memory of Earl & JoAnne Markwell 

Bonnie Dumond in honor of William & Alice Dumond 
Byrd A. Lochtie in honor of JoAnn BauerElizabeth Mur-

guia in memory of Pat Hofstetter  
Martha Traphagen in honor of Sara Traphagen  

  
  

Buy A Book: 

Duke & Ann Diehl 
Dale & Cindy Stockly 

Jean & Donald Avant 
Alicia & David Abell 

Anna Klay 
Angus & Joan Stewart 

Jacques Gagne & Kristine Long 

“Books are solitudes in which we meet.” 

  Rebecca Solnit, author 
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Humboldt County Living History Project 
Rotary Club of Eureka and Humboldt Library Foundation Provide Funding  

Imagine rivers so full of fish that you and three 

friends could catch 70 in four hours, or having fond 

memories of your time as a German POW, or grow-

ing up in a logging camp with a hollow tree to play 

in and bears in the woods.  These are a few of the 

stories found in over 200 oral history audio re-

cordings of Humboldt County residents.   

Originally a video project, Living Biographies was a 

grant from the Humboldt Area Foundation, the Lila 

Wallace-Reader’s Digest Fund and others.  Hum-

boldt County high school students recorded inter-

views with community “elders” in order to “retain 

cultural knowledge and traditions and to pass those 

on to younger generations.”  

Due to local interest, the program was expanded to 

include an audio component sponsored by the Hum-

boldt Area Foundation and the Library of Congress 

Local Legacies project.  These oral history re-

cordings focused on four areas, each with a specific 

set of questions for the participants.  From 1999 – 

2002 a total of 233 interviews were conducted:  Liv-

ing Biographies (44), Salmon and Streams (82), 

Timber and Forests: postwar to present (78), and 

Veterans (29). 

This year the Local Legacies oral history collection was chosen as a special focus area by the HLF.  A $1,000 

grant from Eureka Rotary and matching funds from the HLF have made it possible to convert the tapes to cds 

for circulation to patrons, as was originally intended.  Conversion and digitization of the tapes with the best 

sound quality and the most interesting and expansive interviews is being done by a local business, Bongo Boy 

Studio in McKinleyville.  The digital content will be posted on archive.org so that many more people will 

have access to this unique store of memories  

We expect to have multi-cd cases for at least three of the four focus areas cataloged and ready for circulation 

in time for the Library’s 20th anniversary. 

         Submitted by Debra Hill, Librarian II, Public Services Division 

“Books are the treasured wealth of the world and the fit inheritance of generations and nations.“ 

       Henry David Thoreau 

http://nypl.bibliocommons.com/search?t=smart&search_category=keyword&q=Henry%20David%20Thoreau
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Eureka Main Branch 

1313 3rd St.   707-269-1900 

Arcata Branch 

500 Seventh St.   707-822-5954 

Blue Lake Branch 

1100 Greenwood Ave.   707-668-4207 

Ferndale Branch 

807 Main St.   707-786-9559 

Fortuna Branch 

775 14th St.   707-725-3460 

Garberville Branch 

715 Cedar St.   707-923-2230 

Hoopa Branch 

Loop Rd. at Orchard St.   530-625-5082 

McKinleyville Branch 

1606 Pickett Rd.   707-839-4459 

Rio Dell Branch 

715 Wildwood Ave.   707-764-3333 

Trinidad Branch 

380 Janis Ct.  707-677-0277 
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