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In its annual grant to benefit the Humboldt County Library, the Humboldt Library 

Foundation presented $65,200 for calendar year 2017.  

The grant targets $20,000 for new books and materials to be circulated system-wide; sets 

aside $10,000 in grants to branch libraries to purchase popular titles for local patrons 

through the McNaughton program; provides $15,000 for staff development and new 

programming; $9,200 for Masterfile researching software;  $8,000 for development of a 

new library logo and branding strategy and $1,500 for STEAM products.  HLF has also set 

aside $1,500 for the Children’s Author Festival. 

The grants were based on funds raised by HLF in 2016.  Contributions come from the ever 

popular Buy a Book campaign, board and gala sponsorships and gifts given in memory and honor.   

County Librarian Vanessa Christman adds, “We’re over the moon about the Foundation’s latest contributions to the 

library system and I’m personally ecstatic that the Board recognized the fundamental importance of community 

outreach.  Not every library system is as fortunate as we are to have a Library Foundation that truly encourages new and 

innovative ideas.  We can’t thank them enough and we look forward to being out in the community more due to their 

generosity.” 

According to HLF president 

Elizabeth Murguia, “Over 

the last twenty-one years we 

have raised over 1.8 million 

dollars through donations 

from private individuals, 

businesses  and local 

organizations.  We have 

made direct grants to the 

library in excess of 

$1,000,000. The remainder 

of the funds are either donor 

advised or growing in the 

HLF Endowment Fund, 

established to enhance 

library services for the long 

term.”  She noted, “We 

couldn’t have done it without 

the generous support of the 

entire community.”  

2017 Funds to Benefit the Library 
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In Oaxaca, Mexico, we came upon a lovely jazz bar with mellow sounds, rich 

colors and soft lighting.  The graphics on the wall spoke from the hearts of 

Neruda, Jorge Luis Borges and Rufino Tamayo.  Then, seduced by a bookshop 

across the street from the Santa Domingo Cathedral, I looked for a clue to this city 

of sophistication, beauty and mystery.  I needed something that might help reveal 

its richness -- the celebration of the Virgin Mary and Our Lady of Guadalupe, the 

abundance of art, food and dance.  Mexico palpitates with love of family and pride of place and culture, yet seems 

framed by an intuitive cynicism and the hard reality that so many must leave for el norte to realize their dreams 

back home. 

 I found Juan Rulfo’s Pedro Paramo, a slim volume first published in 1955. Rulfo’s book is a precursor to the 

‘magical realism’ of Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Carlos Fuentes and Isabel Allende, among others.  It begins as a 

young man’s quest for his father but through storytelling and memory the people of Pedro’s village of Coloma 

come alive, or do they?  The present becomes the past as you sojourn into the village of ghosts.  Beautifully 

written, lyrical and haunting, this is a slim volume which requires close attention to unravel the history of the 

people and their lost hopes.  Considered ‘one of the masterpieces of 20th-century world literature,’ it deepened 

my understanding. 

I also found contemporary writer Pablo Villalobos, whose novel Quesadillas is funny, raunchy and wildly satiric; 

it’s about politics, big families and class struggle – or more accurately, the lost class struggle.   If you have a 

Mexican literary itch to scratch, this could be for you. 

Of course travel includes airplane flights, and I happily devoured Sarah Vowell’s Lafayette in the Somewhat 

United States.  If you haven’t had the simple pleasure of Vowell’s irreverent prose style, do imbibe.  Every work 

is a carefully researched and thoughtful map of our American history.  Saturated in national politics, I was ready 

to escape and learn more about Lafayette, the young French aristocrat inspired by our revolution, who fled the 

court of Louis the XVI and financed construction of his own ship to travel across the Atlantic to join our fight 

against the British.  He used his influence to become George Washington’s loyal lieutenant and  achieved hero 

status.  When he made his ‘golden’ return tour, fifty years later in 1824, 80,000 New Yorkers (out of 120,000) 

lined the streets to welcome him ‘home.’  But this is real politics and lots of good history, too.  Vowell reflects on 

the ideals of the American Revolution and takes you to the grim reality of the battlefield; you get an up close look 

at General Washington and greet the likes of Hamilton, Adams, Jefferson, Franklin and Cornwallis.  She’s 

humorous, brilliantly observant and a masterful historian. 

But if you’re on vacation and want to dip into a mystery, pick up Kate Atkinson’s One Good Turn.  She’s a 

serious writer whom I’ve mentioned before, but if you haven’t enjoyed her mysteries this is the second in a series 

of four, which feature private detective Jackson Brodie.  You won’t be disappointed. 

While these samples vary wildly, Neruda was my guide.  These writers are all ‘great thinkers, deep freighted with 

truth and beauty.’  
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From the President’s Desk by Elizabeth Murguia 

“The books that help you most are those which make you think the most. The hardest way of 

learning is that of easy reading; but a great book that comes from a great thinker is a ship of 

thought, deep freighted with truth and beauty.”  

                                        Pablo Neruda  

  

“That's the thing about books. They let you travel without moving your feet.”  

           Jhumpa Lahiri 
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Donor Spotlight 
by Susan O’Connor, HLF Treasurer 

Our donor in the spotlight this newsletter wished to 

be anonymous. However, s/he did want to let Hum-

boldt Library Foundation supporters know how easy 

and simple it was to include HLF in an estate plan.  

 

When I spoke with the donor s/he said, "I did it and it 

feels great! It has been on my to-do list and I finally 

did it. I added The Humboldt Library Foundation as a 

beneficiary on my IRA account. Like many people, I 

procrastinated for too long. What got me to finally 

take action was the challenge that Michele 

McKeegan and Ed Olsgard renewed for the 7th year 

in a row. For every new member HLF adds to the 

Legacy Circle, Michele and 

Ed will donate $250. It 

made me realize how long I 

had been procrastinating! I 

contacted the custodian of 

my IRA and requested the 

form to update my benefici-

aries. It was truly simple. 

The Humboldt Library 

Foundation is now one of the beneficiaries of my 

IRA!”  

 

The donor went on to discuss the reasons for desig-

nating HLF in his/her estate plan.  “I love the library 

because it is available to everyone. I grew up with 

my local library and the books I could explore. I 

think it is so important for children and adults to have 

access to a library. I cannot imagine a world without 

libraries. I hope by including the Humboldt Library 

Foundation as a beneficiary on my IRA, I contribute 

to the strength of the library for the future."   

 

Once you have provided for 

the people you love, we 

hope you will consider mak-

ing a bequest to the institu-

tions you support such as 

the Humboldt Library Foun-

dation.  

 

Consult your advisors 

to assist you. 

Join members of the Legacy Circle 

Remember HLF in your will or estate plans 
The HLF Legacy Circle is made up of individuals who have remembered the Humboldt Library Foundation in their 

will or estate planning. Their gift will grow the HLF Endowment Fund, a long term strategy to enhance the library ser-

vices in perpetuity.  

For every new Legacy Circle member added during 2017, Ed Olsgard and Michele McKeegan will match the commit-

ment with a $250 contribution. So please consider today - planning now will provide immediate and long-term support 

for the public library. 

Tom & Roberta Allen • Jim & Judy Anderson • Barbara 

Barratt • Mona Beaver • Patty Berg • Norma Bohrer 

Kathrin Burleson • Pam Cavanagh • Marge & Max Cus-

tis • Sandra Corcoran • Nancy Frost • Bill & Grace 

Greenwood • Susan Hansen • Thelma & Ted 

Ingebritson • Connie Kaiser • Allan Katz • Tom & Judy 

Klapproth  • Leslie Lollich • Barbara & Joseph  

MacTurk • Dennis & Satoko McCarn • John & Sara 

Moore • Elizabeth Murguia • Ed Olsgard & Michele 

McKeegan • Bruce Neidorf • Susan O’Connor • Kelly 

& Neal Sanders • Richard Stanewick • Jane Stein  

Angus & Joan Stewart • Judith Stoffer • Sara Traphagen 

Vis & Sally Upatisringa • Edward & Judy Webb  

HLF Legacy Circle 
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Over the years the Humboldt County Library has had the good fortune of benefitting from the many programs supported and funded 

through the Institute of Museum of Library Services, including the popular Zip Book Program about which I’ve written in past newslet-

ters. It is important to understand the impact that elimination of IMLS funding would have upon libraries nationwide and, in particular, 

the Humboldt County Library System. I would like to share a press release from IMLS Director Dr. Kathryn K. Matthew and ask that 

you follow developments as Congress begins work on the 2018 fiscal year budget.  

Institute of Museum and Library Services Issues Statement on the President's Proposed FY 2018 Budget  

Thursday, March 16, 2017  - Washington, DC  

Institute of Museum and Library Services Director Dr. Kathryn K. Matthew released the following statement on the President’s pro-

posed FY 2018 budget, which includes elimination of the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

Since its inception 20 years ago, the grants and programs administered by the Institute of Museum and Library Services have provided 

critical support enabling museums and libraries across the country to make a tremendous difference in their communities. The institu-

tions we serve provide vital resources that contribute significantly to Americans’ economic development, education, health, and well-

being whether by facilitating family learning and catalyzing community change or stimulating economic development through job train-

ing and skills development. Our agency’s support enables museums and libraries to offer learning experiences for students and families, 

as well as to increase care for, and access to, the nation’s collections that are entrusted to museums and libraries by the public. 

We’ve invested in rural and smaller communities by supporting basic infrastructure and by developing libraries as local community 

hubs for broadband connectivity and digital literacy training — helping hundreds of residents gain job-related skills and, in many 

cases, find employment. In summary, our grants and programs support libraries and museums as essential contributors to improving 

Americans’ quality of life. 

More than $214 million of our $230 million FY 2016 enacted budget targets museums and libraries directly through our grant pro-

grams. This includes $155 million for library services to every state and territory in the country through a population-based formula 

grant program. 

As Congress now begins its work on the FY 2018 budget, our agency will continue to work closely with the Office of Management and 

Budget. More importantly, we will continue to remain steadfast in our work on behalf of the millions of Americans touched by the ser-

vices of libraries and museums each day.  

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is celebrating its 20th Anniversary. IMLS is the primary source of federal support for the 

nation’s 123,000 libraries and 35,000 museums. Our mission has been to inspire libraries and museums to advance innovation, lifelong 

learning, and cultural and civic engagement. For the past 20 years, our grant making, policy development, and research has helped li-

braries and museums deliver valuable services that make it possible for communities and individuals to thrive. To learn more, visit 

www.imls.gov and follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  

Meet Vanessa Christman  

The New County Librarian  

The Humboldt Library Foundation is pleased to introduce you to our new County Librarian, Vanessa Christman. 

Vanessa comes to us with a strong record of leadership and a wide range of academic accomplishments and professional  experiences, from a 

masters in Library and Information Sciences to managing rural libraries and an administrative position at the County of Los Angeles public li-

brary. 

She also now represents Humboldt County as an elected board member of the California Library Association, the chair of the 2017 Conference 

Committee and the organization’s lead grant writer and administrator of CLA’s Statewide Leadership Development programs. 

Vanessa notes that  “My new role at the Humboldt County Library represents an opportunity for me to draw upon my prior experiences in both 

small, rural library systems and the largest county library system in the United States.  Like most predominantly rural systems, HCL has both 

challenges and opportunities.  The more I work with our Foundation, Friends groups and community service organizations the more I am so im-

pressed with the level of community support and engagement with the library.  I very much look forward to working with the Foundation in the 

future.” 

Vanessa is an exciting, vital and innovative addition to our Humboldt County Library system.  Join HLF in giving her a warm Humboldt County 

welcome.  

Your Library’s Latest  
By Kitty Yancheff, Public Services Librarian  

  

https://www.imls.gov/research-evaluation/data-collection/museum-universe-data-file
https://www.imls.gov/
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Thanks to Our Donors 
January 1, 2016 — December 31, 2016 

Charles & Anna M. Pedrazzini Foundation • Aalfs, Evans & Co. • Rev. Dr. Alicia & David Abell • James & Kay Able • Tammi Abshire 

Jack Alderson • Steve Allen - GHD, Inc. • Beverly Allen • Stasia Allen • Ann Alter • Bernard Altman, AIA • Greg Anderson & DJ 

Smith • Judy & Jim Anderson • Helen Andrews • Julie Angles • Trinidad Rancheria • Jeannemarie Baker & Dale Warmuth • Jessica 

Bansen • Robert & Pat Barnum • Barbara Barratt • Jack Bates • JoAnn Bauer • Kim & Sile Bauriedel • Ken & Shirley Bay • Mona Bea-

ver • James & Judy Beebe • Jack & Pamela Bellah • Stephanie Bennett • John & Judy Bennett • Chris & Richard Beresford • Patricia 

Berg • Norma Bohrer • Molly Bolton • Michael & Sharon Boreing • Bruce Boyd & Holly Tornheim • Milton Boyd, PH.D.• Adam 

Braver & Alisson Walsh • Betty Briggs • Kathrin & Michael Burleson • Lois Lee Busey • Humboldt Association of Realtors • Harriet 

Bye & Larry Sawyer • Maggie Carey & Joe Collins • Pamela Ford Cavanagh • David Chandler & Beverly Francis • Humboldt Red-

woods Co. • Dean & Rena Christensen • Vanessa & Christopher Christman • Lisa Citron • Thomas J. Clark • Jim & Donna Clark    

Humboldt Area Foundation • Patrick Cleary & Cat Koshkin • Clif & Laurie Clendenen • Donald Cloney • Patrick & Renee Cloney 

Coast Central Credit Union • Luther Cobb & Ellen Mahoney • Greg & Carol Conners • Roy Corsetti, CPA • James & Paulette Crowell 

Marge Custis • Jay Davis • Wells Fargo Bank • Cynthia Denbo • Sue & John Dimmick • Judy & Stan Dixon • Denise Downey • John 

Driscoll • Deborah Dukes • Judith Edson • Joan Edwards & Andrew Hooper • Nymiah Eliyahu • Karole Ely • Kay Escarda • Bill & 

Sharlene Evans • Michele Fell-Casale • Margaret Fleming & Bret Harvey • Carole Floyd • Lynn & Larney Ford • Nicole & Kevin Frank  

Verne & Nancy Frost • Carl & Anita Fullbright • Peg & Howard Gardner • Susan Gaston • Mary & Bob Gearheart • Mary Gelinas & 

Roger James • Monta Genter • Judith Geppert • McCrea Nissan • Walt & Becky Giacomini • Michael Giacone • Barbara Golden & 

Miriam Smolover • Zuretti & Brenda Goosby • Pamela & Paul Gossard • Carrie Grant • Nina Greenberg • William Greenwood & Marty 

Carlson • Barbara Groom • Nina Groth • Hal & Alice Grotke • Albert Hailstone & Douglas Coleman • Valerie Hall • Margaret Hamnett 

& Richard Golebiowski • Susan Hansen • Harper Motors • Mark & Anne Harris • Arlene Hartin • Debra Hartridge • Dan & Donna 

Hauser • Ben & Chris Hawkins • Diana Heberger • Julia Herman • Judith Hinman • Leland & Christine House • Hubbard's German 

Auto, Inc. • Congressman Jared Huffman • Rees Hughes & Amy Uyeki • Humboldt Sponsors • Laura Hussey • Hank & Cheryl Ingham 

Jack & Peggy Irvine • Caroline Isaacs • Eva-Lynn Janson • Fred & Martha Johansen • Kay Johnson • Lois Juodeika • Allan Katz • Roz 

Keller • Barbara Kennedy • Robert & Peggy Kirkpatrick • Dave & Lynn Kitchen • Anna Klay • Vicki & Willie Knapp • Diane Kor-

sower, MD & Darius Brotman • Mel & Holly Kreb • Debbi Krukonis & Vincent Peloso • Ron & Melanie Kuhnel • Jeannette Lackett 

Kathy & Dick LaForge • Rollie Lamberson & Michele Olsen • Jeff & Sharon Lamoree • Dorothy Lancaster • Larry & Jeanine Lancaster 

Peter & Nancy LaVallee • Robert Lawton • Susan Lefever • Nancy Lengyel • Byrd Lochtie • John & Judy Longshore • Ted and Ann 

Loring • Barbara & Joe MacTurk • Theresa Malloy • Willa & Henry Mauro • Ann McClary • Dr. Alistair & Judith McCrone • Senator  

Mike McGuire • Michele McKeegan & Edward Olsgard • Lynn McKenna • Thom & Barbie McMahon • Tom McMurray • Jim 

McVicker & Terry Oats • Pamela Mendelsohn • Gail & Daniel Mentink • Mercer-Fraser Co. • Robert & Jane Micks • Laura Middlemiss 

Marion Miller & Jack Freeman • Ken Miller • Lorraine Miller-Wolf • Michael & Jane Minor • Redwood Capital Bank • Beverly Morris 

Martha Mosman • Archie & Sue Lee Mossman • Elizabeth Murguia • Bill & Eve Murison • Kathy Murphy • Pat Murphy • Madeline 

Myers • Lisa Naef • Lonna Necker • Bonnie Neely • Denver & Judy Nelson • Joan Nilsen • Sid & Diana Noyes • Pat O'Connor • Susan 

O'Connor & Tim Crlenjak • Carolyn Oilar • Felicia Oldfather • Betty Ann Osborne • Rob and Zhao Parks • Paula & Stephen Parodi  

Keta Paulson & Michael Palmer, MD • Ellsworth Pence • Peter Pennekamp & Denise Vanden Bos • Gena Pennington • Claire & 

Eugene Perricelli • Barbara & Tom Peters • Milton & Barney Phegley • Pierson Building Center • Anne Pierson • Virginia Plambeck 

Norman Polston & Tina Mackenzie • John Pound & Karen Sullivan • Mark Pringle • Morgan & Janet Randall • Recology Humboldt 

County • Frances Rapin • Clint Rebik • Stanton & Anita Reynolds • Cathy Rider • Susan Riesel • UCLA - Broad Art Center • Emily 

Rowe • Jerryl Rubin, M.D. • Green Diamond Resource Company • Kelly & Neal Sanders • Janis Saunders • Dr. Milton & Catherine 

Schild • Janis Schleunes • Larry & Suzanne Sherrer • Leslie & Bruce Silvey • Doralee & Chris Smith • Penny & Wayne Sohrakoff   

Myckle & Jill Solotoff • Howard & Rebecca Stauffer • Sal & Naomi Steinberg • Shullie Steinfeld • Alex Stillman • Maggie Stimson 

Dale & Cindy Stockly • Marsha Stone • Jack Stoob • Richard & Barbara Storm • Stephen Strawn • Laura Strohm & Haven Rich • James 

Sullivan & Glenn Murray • Calista Sullivan & Daniel R. Sanborn • Patsy & Woody Svarvari • Robert Taborski • Sally Tanner • Fran 

Taplin • Elizabeth Thompson • Michael Tiller • Kathleen Timm • Lynne & Jeffery Todoroff • Selena & Kevin Tomlinson • Johnna 

Townsend • Martha Traphagen & Perry Mayrisch • Sara Traphagen & David Duda • Kirsten Trump • Roy & Marilyn Tucker • Ron & 

Jan Turner • Vis & Sally Upatisringa • Sandra & Richard Vrem • Cassandra Wagner • Jaffa Wahlberg • Sandra Walsh • Law Office of 

W. G. Watson, Jr. • St. Joseph Health • Edward & Judy Webb • Anda Webb & Jud Ellinwood • Jackie Weidemann • Lynn & Bob Wells 

Ted & Sharon Welton • Jim West • Sandra & Bill Weyer • Alan & Barbara Wilkinson • Kenneth Bear Winkle • Linda & Don Wise 

Ronda & Ken Wittenberg • Assemblyman Jim Wood • John Woolley • Tom & Sharal Wrigley • Robert & Desiree Yarber • Robert & 

Patricia Ywaski • Mark & Deena Zarlin • Frank Zazueta & Paula Edwalds • Paul & Leslie Ziegler  
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      2017 Board of Sponsors 

Founder 

Dorothy Kostriken  

Michele McKeegan & Ed Olsgard 

Martha Traphagen & Perry Mayrisch 

Pierson Building Center  

President’s Circle 

Norma Bohrer  

Thomas J. Clark • Susan Hansen 

Humboldt Redwoods Company 

Allan Katz • Vis & Sally Upatisringa  

Library Advocate 

Barbara Barratt • The Stan Dixon Family 

Harper Motors • Jack & Peggy Irvine  

 Nancy Lengyel • Robert & Jane Micks  

Susan O’Connor & Tim Crlenjak  

 Felicia Oldfather 

Sustaining Member 

Jim & Kay Able • Jack Alderson • Barnum Timber 

Company • JoAnn Bauer •  Kim & Sile Bauriedel 

Ken & Shirley Bay • John & Judy Bennett  

Joan Berman • Kathrin & Michael Burleson  

 Pam Cavanagh • Patrick & Renee Cloney  

Roy E. Corsetti • Jay Davis • Verne & Nancy Frost 

Green Diamond Resource Co. • Arlene Hartin 

Laura Hussey • Fred & Martha Johansen • Jeannette 

Lackett • Byrd Lochtie • John & Judy Longshore 

Dr. Alistair & Judith McCrone • Ken Miller 

Elizabeth Murguia • Joan Nilsen • Ellsworth Pence 

Milton & Barney Phegley • Frances Rapin  

Gail Saunders & Mitch Ward • Janis Saunders  

Harold Smith • Wayne & Penny Sohrakoff 

Howard & Rebecca Stauffer • Fran Taplin  

Elizabeth Thompson • Michael Tiller  

Sara Traphagen & Dave Duda • Kirsten Trump  

Roy & Marilyn Tucker • Anda Webb & Jud Ellin-

wood • Lynn & Bob Wells • Sharon & Ted Welton 

Bill & Sandra Weyer • John & Sandy Winzler  

John Woolley • Tom & Sharal Wrigley 

 

How many times have you been in awe as you looked 

into the night sky, out at the ocean or as you walked 

through a redwood forest?  

This year the Humboldt Library Foundation’s ‘Buy A 

Book’ campaign is targeting the Children’s non-

fiction collection.  While storybooks, chapter books 

and fiction for children are full of new and timeless 

titles, the non-fiction selection is out of date and woe-

fully inadequate!  

Non-Fiction Children’s Collection— 

What’s Possible 

 New maps, new geography, explore the ocean floor 

or the highest peak.  Kids are naturally curious and 

with these new materials we can encourage that 

curiosity.  

 Know a child crazy about space travel, the universe, 

why stars shine in the night?  New books will spark 

the curiosity of the youngest.  

 Dinosaurs fascinate and reptiles intrigue, or is it 

bugs under rocks that interest your youngster?  New 

interactive and colorful materials will provide a 

greater understanding of the world around us.  

Did You Know? 

 The library circulated over 667,000 items last year. 

 There are currently 101,815 library card holders in 

Humboldt County; 18,507 are held by youth.  

Buy a book today just because you can, or in honor 

of or in memory of a loved one.  Visit our website at 

www.humboldtlibraryfoundation.org and use the Do-

nate button or mail your check to the Humboldt Li-

brary Foundation at PO Box 440, Eureka, CA 95502-

0440.    

1 Book ~ $25 

2 Books ~ $50 

3 Books ~ $75 

4 Books~ $100 

Buy A Shelf ~ $500 
 

  

Buy a Book — Inspire a Child 

http://www.humboldtlibraryfoundation.org
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Reading by Design 

By Jeanine Lancaster, Youth Services Librarian 

Summer is coming, and children and teens (and adults) will once again be reading and participating in the library’s 

summer reading program. Our theme this year is “Reading by Design,” and we’ll be highlighting books that explore 

and explain engineering, construction, jewelry, fashion, art and other fascinating human activities that depend on in-

spired design.  

We have some exciting stories that suit this theme, but we’ll be focusing on nonfiction. This Bridge Will Not Be Gray, 

by Dave Eggers, tells the story of how the decision was made to keep the Golden Gate Bridge painted International 

Orange, the color of the paint used to protect the steel from rust. California Wildfires:  Survival Stories, by Thomas K. 

Adamson and Heather Adamson, in addition to showing dramatic pictures of wildfires and firefighters, explains how 

the design of a house and garden can protect a home from damage. Sea Otter Rescue, by Suzi Eszterhas, outlines the 

care plan designed by the Alaska SeaLife Center to care for orphaned sea otters and raise them to adulthood.  

Nonfiction can draw in a nonreader – someone who hasn’t yet found books to love, but is enthralled by bridges, wild-

fires, or cuddly-looking sea otters, for example. Nonfiction book design allows for short reading sessions – readers can 

grasp captions, sidebars, and charts in a few minutes, and then move on to another section of the book or another activ-

ity. The visual elements of nonfiction are appealing to readers and nonreaders alike. Photographs, maps, illustrations 

and typography can be both beautiful and informative, and viewers who explore them carefully will need to think crea-

tively and critically as they figure out what they are seeing.  

Nonfiction books will enliven the summer at the library – join us! Adults who are interested in supporting summer 

reading can donate funds to HLF Buy A Book to purchase new library materials; bring a child to the library to sign up 

for summer reading; and/or inspire a young friend by signing up for summer reading as an adult participant.  

Book Blurb 
By Pam Cavanagh, HLF Board Member 

A title, book jacket, author, a certain life experience, joy or sorrow singly or in combo may entice you to choose a cer-

tain book at a particular time.  When I first learned Ann Patchett had written Commonwealth, I hoped it would be on 

par with Bel Canto.  I was not disappointed.  

Commonwealth is a novel about families whose successes, faults and failings endear the reader toward them. The set-

ting begins in Los Angeles in the 1960s at Franny Keating’s christening party where we meet most of the main charac-

ters.  At the outset, family dynamics take a turn that has profound effects on the six-member Cousins family and four-

member Keating family.   Ann Patchett creates characters whose varied life experiences in many ways may mirror 

those of her audience. The story unfolds as the Keating and Cousins family members experience unexpected situations 

and are forced to deal with them the best they know how.  Ann Patchett masterfully meshes plot with characters. I 

genuinely cared what happened to them all.  I found this story truly engaging and was sorry to turn to the last page.  

One of the characters voiced this meaningful axiom, “…as you get older, there’s not as much time as you thought there 

was going to be.”   

I loved this story for a number of reasons...the life happenings thrust on the characters mirrored reality. I commiserated 

with Franny, understood Teresa's exhaustion and sobbed over Cal's death, pulling my son's untimely death center stage 

more than it hovers in the wings most days.  In looking for a single statement that encompasses the novel, I offer this…

Commonwealth eventually and lovingly embraces three generations who nobly survive life’s foibles.  

Commonwealth              Ann Patchett, Author         336 pages  
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