
HLF News
Humboldt Library Foundation Volume 28 • Issue 2 • Fall 2025

HIGHLIGHTS THIS ISSUE

•	 From the President’s Desk   	   	           2
•	 Confessions of  a Book Club Addict                3
•	 Wright’s Recommendations	   	           3
•	 HLF Gala Auction Preview      	       	        4-5
•	 HLF Board of  Sponsors, Legacy Circle      6-7
•	 Save the Date Annual Gala    		           8

2025 Helen Everett Honoree:
JULIE FULKERSON

It is the Foundation’s distinct pleasure and 
honor to recognize Juie Fulkerson as this year’s 
Helen Everett awardee. As a child, Julie spent 

many hours in Helen Everett’s care, soaking up books and 
reading, as well as lessons on purpose and resolve. Each 
gift from Helen was a signed book that Julie kept and trea-
sures still. Helen influenced Julie to grow into a creative, 
free-thinking, and visionary leader of  our community. 
Julie’s parents, Charles and Jean, were professors of  music, 
and she grew up surrounded by the musicians, artists, and 
intellectuals of  Humboldt State University. Attending ele-
mentary school on the Humboldt campus, where there was 
a cozy fireplace and a children’s librarian, Julie and her fel-
low students were taught to find answers, work together, and 
“not act like you know everything.” They were encouraged 
to ask questions and explore curiosities. These lessons were 
the foundation for how Julie approached her life and work.  
Julie’s professional and civic accomplishments are so numer-
ous they could fill the pages of  two biographies. She served 
on the Arcata City Council, represented Humboldt’s third 
district as a County Supervisor, and later after moving to 

Trinidad, determined that “everyone needed to take a turn” 
and was elected Mayor of  Trinidad. 
Julie opened Plaza Design with $1,000 and a drive to repre-
sent local artists while spurring economic development. She 
grew the business into three locations and millions of  dollars 
in sales. Through their consulting firm, Julie and her partner 
Lynn Evans have facilitated organizational and marketing 
strategies for projects throughout the county. Julie’s Master’s 
Degree in Psychology and natural affinity for communica-
tion led to her founding the Cascadia Leadership Center, 
developing local leaders and inspiring collaboration in vital, 
regional planning efforts.
For decades Julie has served on community boards, volun-
teered her time, organized events, raised money and aware-
ness, and brought diverse people together to address the 
issues of  the day. 

Continued on page 2
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From the President’s Desk
ALISON TALBOTT

We started the summer celebrating my daughter’s high 
school graduation. Oh boy, I thought, this is the pinnacle of  
her life; we have all really accomplished something here! That 

lasted about a second and a half  before the planning began for taking her to 
Portland to attend Lewis and Clark College. 
Packing, purchasing, grasping at moments of  connection, and a couple of  family 
trips later, it is done. She is enthralled by her new surroundings. The campus is a 
former family estate, with beautiful old buildings, stately lawns and gardens, and 
a lot of  very cool young people. 

Perhaps most fundamental to Julie’s formation was music. 
From her very earliest days to the present, music has been 
the through-line of  her life. Her first sound memory was 
the rhythm of  her stroller on the redwood slats that served 
as Arcata’s sidewalk. She has been a violinist always and 
performs currently in the Watershed Quartet and the Water 
Tower Duo. She has performed in the Eureka Symphony 
and founded the Trinidad Bay Arts and Music Festival, a 

Helen Everett Honoree Julie Fulkerson

showcase of  local and locally born talent. Julie also designed 
and launched a comprehensive newsletter that shares all of  
the upcoming opportunities to experience the beauty and 
connection that music brings to our community. 
Julie Fulkerson’s life has been filled with purpose, beauty, 
connection, and creativity. She is a heroine to many, and a 
leader whose strong ethical compass has improved Hum-
boldt County immeasurably.

The college offered a new student trip in the week 
preceding the school year. Willow and her group 
rafted 88 miles down the Deschutes River. I see now 
that this was her transition period. By the time we 
arrived to move her into the dorms, she had already 
made great friends and was ready to begin her next 
stage of  life. 
My transition hasn’t been as clean cut and fun. 

Saying goodbye was even harder than anticipated. It’s too 
quiet here. I feel untethered and as though I’ve forgotten 
something terribly important. However, my husband and I 
are hatching plans to see more music, take some overnight 
trips, and develop a more creative repertoire of  meals. 
(Recipes welcome!)  
Since drop off, books have remained my steadfast 
companion. On the recommendation of  numerous HLF 
board members I read Orbital by Samantha Harvey. It took 

my breath away. It is so beautifully written and intimate. In 
many ways a study on perspective, it certainly leant some to 
my sense of  abandonment. 
A book club pick, The Women by Kristen Hannah started 
strong and was a useful reminder that our country has gone 
through deep division before and survived it. I’m afraid the 
last half  didn’t hold up quite as well but again, perspective 
appreciated.  
For comfort I lean toward dystopia and British murder 
mysteries. Even typing that I feel a bit embarrassed, but 
these are trying times my friends. Get your comfort where 
you can I say. On the dystopic front I can wholeheartedly 
recommend Severance by Ling Ma. And if  Regency London, 
murder, and chemistry catch your attention, please enjoy 
the Wrexford and Sloane series by Andrea Penrose.
Have a wonderful autumn, and I look forward to seeing you 
at the Gala in December.

Continued from page 1
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Wright’s Recommendations

R eading is a solitary pleasure, but when I finish 
a book, I like to talk about it with others. Book 
clubs are made for people like me and so it is nat-

ural that I’ve not only enjoyed many interesting discussions, 
but I’ve also made some wonderful friends through the li-
brary’s book clubs.
My first experience was the Friday Book Club.  It began 
over ten years ago, when librarian Terri Bonow recognized 
a need for this type of  program at the library. Each month, 
a member volunteers to send out background material and 
lead the discussion. Many of  the books we read take place 
in other countries and cultures and often one or more mem-
bers can offer their personal perspectives. Our December 
meetings when we share holiday treats, memories and sea-
sonal literature are a real bonding experience.
One day I was looking at the library event calendar and 
saw that On the Same Page Book Club was going to be dis-
cussing one of  my favorite books. I got the Zoom link and 
intended to just attend that one meeting, but I got hooked. 
This group skews younger and I felt a little out of  place, but 
everyone was very welcoming and I’ve found that this group 
also has many members with a wide range of  experiences. 

CONFESSIONS of  a 
Book Club Addict
by JoAnn Bauer

They are thoughtful and insightful readers and I enjoy being 
exposed to new authors and titles. 
Then we come to Out of  This World Book Club. A friend 
from the Friday Book Club encouraged me to come to a 
meeting. You can guess what happened – I’ve been a mem-
ber ever since. Librarian Cinden Zuzpan curates the se-
lections and alternates Science Fiction and Fantasy titles. 
The group includes some hardcore fans and it’s fun to hear 
about their trips to World Con and interactions with authors 
in both fields.  
There are other book clubs at the Eureka and other 
Branch Libraries, but I’m afraid to visit them. I’m already 
overcommitted! Find out about all the clubs and activities 
at the library’s website: https://humboldtgov.org/2544/
Public-Library

“B ound” by Theresa Redmond: I picked 
up this book while visiting Prince Edward 
Island. It’s a well-researched historical novel 

written by a local author, and the winner of  several awards. 
Set in the 1700s, it follows Suzanna Torriano, who arrives 
on the island as the mistress of  the new governor. Suzanna 
is quite modern; she has no interest in marriage and instead 
devotes herself  to botany, carving out an independent life in 
a deeply patriarchal world. The story explores the compli-
cated dynamics of  colonial settlement, with Suzanna and 
Walter (the governor) gradually revealing deep ideological 
rifts. Walter is charismatic but entitled, and his vision for 
the colony stands in stark contrast to Suzanna’s evolving 
values. The story is driven by the darker aspects of  the col-
ony’s formation: the mistreatment of  the Scottish, the ex-

by Erika Wright

pulsion and prejudice toward French Acadians, the 
presence of  Quakers from the American colonies, and 
the marginalization of  the Mi’kmaq people. But the 
central conflict of  the story is slavery. While England 
begins to shift away from the practice, some settlers 
dig in, arguing that enslaved labor is essential to their 
economic survival. When an enslaved woman named 
Freelove is accused of  a crime and sentenced to death, 
the community is forced to confront the values it wants 
to uphold. Suzanna finds herself  at the center of  this 
reckoning. I appreciated the depth of  the characters 
and the moral complexity of  the story, though some 
elements may have felt a bit idealized. Still, it’s a com-
pelling, thought-provoking novel that gave me a lot of  
insight into early Canadian colonial history.

HLF Directors Erika Wright and Joann Bauer met at a 
Book Club and have been reading friends ever since.
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(above) Jim McVicker
Mad River, Kneeland 16” x 20” oil

(right) Mary Silverwood
Sonoma County Hills 20” x 28” 

Pastel on paper

O ur board members have collaborated 
with Humboldt’s inspired community of  
artists and business owners to curate a live 

and silent auction that will kick off your holiday shop-
ping in style. Among the works for sale will be these 
landscapes by Jim McVicker and Mary Silverwood 
(below).

2025 Gala Preview

(left to right) Liz Murguia and Scott Bower; Bonnie Neely,  Julie Fulkerson, and Terry Supahan at last 
year’s Gala. Photos by Jose Quezada.
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H ave you ever dreamed about an African 
safari? Just imagine having the front seat to 
an adventurous vacation with expert guides, 

iconic African landscapes and wildlife, as well as cultural 
experiences and excursions. We got all of  this and more, 
thanks to the Humboldt Library Foundation, when we bid 
on the Zulu Nyala Photography Safari in South Africa.
Zulu Nyala is located in the Kwa Zulu Natal province on the 
east coast of  South Africa, an hour’s drive from the Indian 
Ocean and three hours from Durban. Because Zulu Nyala 
markets their safaris exclusively to non profit organizations 
for fundraisers, we knew we’d be in the company of  other 
like-minded guests, and that proved true! We were assigned 
a guide and seated for meals with 6 other travelers, so we all 
got to know each other and had a great time together.
Our South African ranger guide, David not only kept us 
safe and well informed, but his stories of  safari adventures 
and animal lore entertained us the entire time. Each day 
we had two 2 hour game drives in an open Range Rover. 
We experienced incredible African sunrises and sunsets, all 
with superb lighting for photos. We saw elephants, rhinos, 
hippos, giraffes, and zebras galore, along with cape buffalo, 
warthogs, cheetah, baboons, various antelope species, and 

countless birds, all in an African landscape of  rugged plains 
and hills, dotted with iconic umbrella acacia trees. We chose 
optional excursions to a neighboring reserve to look for li-
ons, and a trip to St.Lucia on the Indian Ocean, where an 
estuary full of  crocs and hippos flows into the sea.
During the afternoons we relaxed around the two pools, vis-
ited the well-stocked library/lounges to learn more about 

Africa, and indulged in great massages 
at the spa. The meals were delicious with 
abundant variety, and included daily per-
formances of  Zulu drumming and danc-
ing. The Zulu Nyala grounds are beauti-
fully landscaped with meandering paths, 
and the heritage suites were spacious and 
luxurious, with sitting areas and veran-
das. Our experience at Zulu Nyala truly 
exceeded our expectations in every way!
Don’t just think about it, but bid on this 
fantastic opportunity at this year’s gala! 
Imagine spotting a cheetah at sunrise, 
elephants in the afternoon, and wilde-
beest and comical warthogs around ev-
ery bend. It’s a win-win for you and our 
fantastic library!

by Lauren & Patrick Sarabia 
and Mary Smith

South African Safari 
Could be Yours

Patrick & Lauren Sarabia and Mary Smith on 
safari in South Africa, while supporting the 
HLF!
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2025 BOARD OF SPONSORS 

Platinum Founder
Alicia & David Abell • Verne & Nancy Frost • Michele McK-
eegan & Ed Olsgard • Pacific Gas and Electric Company • 
Kusum Stokes • Lynne & Jeffery Todoroff

Founder
Joan Berman • Mary & Jeffrey Bobbitt • Jane Callahan 
& Kevin Westbrook • Charles & Anna M. Pedrazzini 
Foundation • Terri Clark & Marty Lay • Pamela Dressler 
Sharon Ferrett & Sam Pennisi • Kyle Finger • Maggie 
Fleming  • Barbara Groom • Susan Hansen • Richard & 
Susanne Hendry • Judith Hinman • Marie Johnson • Dennis 
Mello • Bonnie Neely • Susan O’Connor & Tim Crlenjak 
Pierson Building Center • Birgitta Portalupi • Vintage BMW 
House

President’s Circle
Greg & DJ Anderson • Barnum Timber Company • JoAnn 
Bauer & Don Garrison • Joan Berman • Jim Elferdink & Joy 
Hardin • Fulkerson Family Fund • Susan Galliani & Stacey 
Juell • Mary Gelinas & Roger James • Richard Greaney • 
Lynn Harvey & Joel Mielke • Shelley Holstein • Kay John-
son • Allan Katz • Raymond Lacy II, DDS • John & Jackie 
McBeth • Mercer-Fraser Co. • Elizabeth Murguia • Nancy 
Noll • Felicia Oldfather • Neil Palmer  & Janelle Egger • 
Susan Parsons • Carrie Peyton-Dahlberg • Kathy Sattler • 
Alison Talbott • Turnbull Wine Cellars • Lawrence & Ann 
Wieland

Library Advocate
Barbara Barratt • Ken & Shirley Bay • Adrianne & John 
Bradley • Sally & John Biggin • Pam Cavanagh • Jim & 
Donna Clark • The Stan Dixon Family • Mary Dunbar • 
Genia Garibaldi • Zuey & Brenda Goosby • Mark & Anne 
Harris • Arlene Hartin • Debra Hartridge & Ira Blatt • Dan 
& Donna Hauser • Humboldt Redwood Co. • Jack & Peg-
gy Irvine • Fred & Martha Johansen • Diane Korsower & 
Darius Brotman • Rollie Lamberson & Michele Olsen • 
Jeff & Sharon Lamoree • Peter & Nancy LaVallee • Nancy 

Lengyel • Mary Meengs • Jeanne Nicolds • Julie Ohnemus • 
Dale Preston & Kay Sennott • Sarah Ross • Bob & Suzanne 
Kimmel Rottenberg  •  Scrapper’s Edge  • Leslie & Bruce 
Silvey  • Craig Spjut  • Robert Taborski • Anda Webb & Jud 
Ellinwood • Joan & Michael Williams

Sustaining
Mary & Eric Almquist • Jessica Bansen • Pete & Mary Ann 
Bansen • Ken & Shirley Bay • Joan & Randall Bennett • 
Chris & Richard Beresford • Arlene Broyles • Sally Chris-
tensen • Patrick & Renee Cloney • Coast Central Credit 
Union • Joe Collins • Greg & Carol Conners • Roy Corsetti, 
CPA • Jay Davis • Duke Diehl • Linda Disiere • Deborah 
Dukes • Joan Edwards & Andrew Hooper • Bob Felter • 
James & Annie Floss • Alice Ford-Sala • Bob & Mary Gear-
heart • Bob Gish & Joan Rainwater-Gish • Jennifer Han-
son • Arlene Hartin • Lori Hendrick • David Hitchcock & 
Danelle Merz • Humboldt Association of  Realtors • Laura 
Hussey • James L. Able Forestry Consultants, Inc. • Erik & 
Toni Jansson • Roz Keller • Sharmon & Peter Kenyon • Da-
vid Kitchen • Willie & Vicki Knapp • Melissa Kraemer • 
Tom & Maria Krenek • Theresa Kruger • Jeannette Lackett 
• Kathy & Dick LaForge • Leon’s Car Care Center • Bob 
Libershal • Ann Lindsay & Alan Glaseroff • Byrd Lochtie 
• Linda Lorvig • Tina Mackenzie & Norm Polston • Faith 
Mason • Willa & Henry Mauro • Judith & David McGinty 
• Roberta McKay • Mike & Jane Minor • Carolyn Mueller 
• Jack & Wynona Nash • Judy Nelson • Jeanne Nicolds • 
Joan Nilsen • Cyril & Mary Oberlander • Milton Phegley • 
William & Carolyn Prescott • James Rizza • Mary Romaidis 
• Virginia Rowen • Linda Russ • John & Quynh Schafer • 
Erich Franz Schimps • Russell Shaddix • Kathryn Shaini • 
Harold Smith • Penny & Wayne Sohrakoff • Rich & Jane 
Spini • Dale & Cindy Stockly • Stephen Strawn • Ken & 
Karen Suiker • Calista Sullivan & Daniel Sanborn • Patsy 
Svarvari • Tomo Japanese Restaurant • Sara Traphagen & 
Dave Duda • Kirsten Trump • Barbara Walser • Law Office 
of  W. G. Watson, Jr. • Lynn & Bob Wells • Richard & Susan 
Whaley • John Woolley • Sue Y. Lee & Archie Mossman

N eed a gift for that person who has everything?
Honor or thank someone special in your life with a lasting gift. Your Buy A Book 
donation puts a book on the shelf  in the library. You can “buy” one book or pur-

chase a “shelf  of  books” by simply making a donation. A book plate with your honoree’s 
name is placed in the book. It’s easy; go to our website www.humboldtlibraryfoundation.
org and hit the Donate Now button.

The Holidays are Upon Us
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2025 LEGACY CIRCLE 
The HLF Legacy Circle comprises a special group of  indi-
viduals who have remembered HLF in their wills or estate 
plans. These gifts will grow the HLF Endowment Fund, a 
long-term strategy to provide enhanced funding for the li-
brary in perpetuity.

LEGACY CIRCLE & IN HONOR & MEMORY OF

Tom & Roberta Allen
Jim & Judy Anderson

Jon Michael Asmundson
Barbara Barratt

Mona Beaver
Patty Berg

Norma Bohrer
Kathrin Burleson

Gladys Burritt
Pam Cavanagh
Karen Childers

Marge & Max Custis
Sandra Corcoran

Jud Ellinwood & Anda Webb
Nancy Frost

Julie Fulkerson & Lynn Evans
Genia Garibaldi

Bill & Grace Greenwood

For every new HLF Legacy Circle member added, long-time 
supporters Ed Olsgard and Michele McKeegan generously 
make a $500 contribution to HLF. So please consider to-
day—your planning will provide immediate and long-term 
support for the public library.

Susan Hansen
Catherine Hart
Judith Hinman

Thelma & Ted Ingebritson
Connie Kaiser

Allan Katz
Tom & Judy Klapproth

Jeannette Lackett
Peter & Nancy LaVallee

Leslie Lollich
Barbara and Joseph MacTurk

Dennis & Satoko McCarn
John & Sara Moore
Elizabeth Murguia

Kenzie & Michael Mullen
Ed Olsgard & Michele McKeegan

Wynona Nash

In Honor Of
Barbara Barratt: Joyce Hough & 
   Fred Neighbor
Carrie Grant: Nancy Noll
Cindy Hart: Becky Giacomini
Dr. William Keig: Leslie Keig
Elizabeth Baker: Dale & Cindy Stockly
Irene Violet Klimesh: Michelle Klimesh
Marge and Bill Crichton: Luther Cobb & 
   Ellen Mahoney
Mississippi John Hurt: Mark Pringle
My Mom: Cheryl Slightom
Nancy and Verne Frost: Humboldt 
   Library Foundation
Nancy and Verne Frost: Sue Y. Lee & 
   Archie Mossman
Nancy and Verne Frost: Byrd A. Lochtie
Pam Cavanagh: David & Gail Turner
Pamela Ford Cavanagh: Penny Ford Durant
Renee Castro: Sherelle Castro
Shoshanna: JoAnn Bauer
Stephanie Hillman: Lisa H. Naef
Susan O’Connor: Wendy Page
Tatum: Jana Kirk-Levine & Eric Kirk

Judy Geppert: Georgina Van Horn
Karen Hill: John & Sue Dimmick
Kathy Cauble Thompson: Jack Thompson
Kenny Wittenberg: JoAnn Bauer
Lenore Winuk: Dale & Cindy Stockly
Leonore Bauer: JoAnn Bauer
Madgek Rylander: JoAnn Bauer
Michael Mullen: JoAnn Bauer
Mike Bode: Dale & Cindy Stockly
Pat Smith: Harold Smith
Patty Berg: Irene Crichton
Patty Berg: Sara Traphagen
Phoebe Ruggles & Thom Nguyen: 
   Bryanna Raposo
Phyllis Levin: JoAnn Bauer
Ralph Davis: Jeanne Sapunor
Rich Spini: Kathy Schuler
Rich Spini: Kathleen Stone
Roy Rylander: JoAnn Bauer
Ruth M. Teters: Celeste Teters
Sue MacConnie: Carol Rische
Sylvia J. East: Frances & Bruce Tjarnstrom
Tina: Diane Korsower
Tom Rowe: Emily Rowe
Virginia O’Connor: Susan O’Connor
William Greenwood: Lina Carro
Woody Svarvari: JoAnn Bauer

Bruce Neidorf
Susan O’Connor
Birgitta Portalupi

Mary McKendrick (Beth) Powell
Jerry & Gisela Rohde
Kelly & Neal Sanders

Richard Stanewick
Jane Stein

Angus & Joan Stewart
Judith Stoffer

Alison & Scott Talbott
Sara Traphagen

Vis & Sally Upatisringa
Valera Vierra

Edward & Judy Webb
Raymond and Pauline Wickel

Donna Wildearth

Aaron McKay: Roberta McKay
Aline Garrison: JoAnn Bauer
Ann R. Nelson: Stephanie Nelson
Anna Singsaas: JoAnn Bauer
Aurthur Singsaas: JoAnn Bauer
Barbara Peters: Jeff & Lynne Todoroff
Betty Braver: Caroline Isaacs
Betty Braver: Roz Keller
Betty Gerring: Edge Gerring
Buzz Webb: Elizabeth Murguia
Buzz Webb: Judy Webb
Daria Bauer: JoAnn Bauer
Denver Nelson: Judy Nelson
Elizabeth Ryan Minor: Susan O’Connor
Frank Bauer: JoAnn Bauer
Fred Garrison: JoAnn Bauer
Gloria DeZordo: Elaine Gentry
Grace Summers: Nova Cramer
Gretchen Clarke Howard: Carol Clarke
Harry Bistrin: Anna Klay
Jeri Thomson: Jim Thomson
Jane Stein: Judith Horvath
Janice Jolly: Eric Jolly
Joanne Quintrell: The Berries Charitable 
   Foundation
Jon Michael Asmundson: Mary Dunbar
Judy B. Alter: Ann Alter

In Memory Of
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President: Alison Talbott 
Vice-President: Peter LaVallee 

Secretary: Jane Callahan 
Treasurer: Susan O’Connor
JoAnn Bauer • Pamela Dressler
Ciara Emery • Solomon Everta 
Maggie Fleming • Jack Irvine 

Lee Leer • Tom Mays  
Elizabeth Murguia • Erika Wright

Staff
Carrie Grant, Project Coordinator

Directors Emeritus
Marge Custis ‡ • Bonnie Neely  

Sally Upatisringa ‡ • Janie Walsh ‡ 
Mid Westfall ‡

Eureka Main Branch
1313 3rd St.   707-269-1900

Arcata Branch
500 Seventh St.  707-822-5954

Blue Lake Branch
1100 Greenwood Ave.  707-668-4207

Ferndale Branch
807 Main St.   707-786-9559

Fortuna Branch
775 14th St.   707-725-3460

Garberville Branch
715 Cedar St.   707-923-2230

Hoopa Branch
Loop Rd. at Orchard St.

530-625-5082
McKinleyville Branch

1606 Pickett Rd.   707-839-4459
Rio Dell Branch

715 Wildwood Ave.   707-764-3333
Trinidad Branch

380 Janis Ct.   707-677-0227
Willow Creek Branch

Hwys 299 & 96   530-629-2146
Bookmobile
707-267-9933

Library At Your Door
707-269-1954

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LIBRARY BRANCHES

Humboldt Library Foundation
PO Box 440
Eureka, CA 95502
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Save the Date!
ANNUAL HOLIDAY GALA

Tuesday, December 9, 2025
Sequoia Conference Center, 901 Myrtle Avenue, Eureka

2025 Helen Everett Award Honoree:
JULIE FULKERSON

Patron Levels
Luminary $2,500/12 tickets
Helen Everett Circle $1,500/8 tickets
Literary Lion $1,000/6 tickets

Laureate $600/4 tickets
Book Lover $300/ 2 tickets
Bibliophile $125/1 ticket

RSVP by November 18
Call 707.601.4736 or register online:

www.humboldtlibraryfoundation.org


