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In times of  economic uncer-
tainty and tight public budgets, 
private donations are more crit-

ical than ever to keep our libraries dynamic 
and welcoming. Last year, through funding 
from our donors, the Humboldt Library 
Foundation was able to provide $200,000 to fund programs, 
special projects, and the purchase of  books and materials for 
our local libraries.
“Through the generosity of  our donors, we all help to provide 
that most essential public resource—free and equitable 
access to knowledge for all. Now, it is more important than 
ever that we pull together, and for that the Foundation is 
enormously grateful to partner with fellow library devotees 
across the county,” said HLF Board President Alison Talbott.
The Foundation’s ongoing commitment reflects the fact 
that libraries remain vital community institutions. With 

Take A Bow:
HLF Delivered 

a Whopping 
$200,000 

Last Year

more than 100,000 library cardholders countywide, usage 
is climbing—not declining—as residents continue to rely on 
their local branches for learning, connection, and access to 
information. 
“We are so grateful for the generosity of  the Humboldt 
Library Foundation and to everyone who has donated in 
support of  the library”, said Corin Balkovek, Manager of  
Acquisitions and Technical Services. “The funds are essen-
tial to maintain collections of  materials that are vibrant, 
current, and needed within our communities.”
Once again, the Foundation funded nearly two-thirds of  the 
library’s book acquisition budget.  It also provided funds for 
color printing at branch libraries, supported the Library’s 
First 5 partnership, purchased a genealogy laptop for family 
researchers, and helped sustain the digital collections and 
dynamic databases like OverDrive/Libby. The funds were 
also used to purchase a new microfilm scanner, new shelving 
for the Eel Valley branches and staff development opportu-
nities. 
“From the latest bestsellers to quality non-fiction that helps 
inform our patrons on topics rife with misinformation, to 
board and picture books to help inspire our youngest read-
ers, the support from the Humboldt Library Foundation is 
what allows the Humboldt County Library to remain a criti-
cal resource for the communities we serve,” Balkovek added.
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From the President’s Desk
ALISON TALBOTT

Perhaps I simply need to understand AI’s possibilities 
and usage more thoroughly. However, according to 
The Last Invention, an expansive and well-made pod-
cast series on the subject, even the AI creators don’t 
clearly understand how it works or what it may do 
next. Even if  my personal use won’t be robust, Arti-
ficial Intelligence has been a rich well for fiction for 
years and recently I’ve enjoyed a number of  reads 
that have helped to conceptualize the breadth of  pos-
sibilities this new tech may produce.  
One of  my favorites was Playground by Richard Pow-

ers. Complex, lyrical, and genuinely awe inspiring, the novel 
explores the “last wild place we have yet to colonize” and 
deftly intertwines the powers and limits of  AI throughout 
the book. Remember when you read The Overstory and never 
looked at the forest the same way again? The ocean is simi-
larly a new and mysterious universe after reading Playground. 
In February, the Dow Jones dropped 600 points in a day 
after the release of  a fictional essay that laid out the possi-
bilities of  AI’s impact on the white-collar workforce, and the 

cascading impacts on the economy and society as a whole. 
Written and released by Citrini Research and Alan Shah, I 
found both the essay and the War of  the Worlds response 
fascinating. It’s an engaging, long form essay titled The 2028 
Global Intelligence Crisis. AI will dig it right up for you with a 
quick Google search.
The Circle by Dave Eggers was released in 2013 and not 
very well received at the time. Many found the concept of  
a surveillance society, led by a tech company, and blithely 
accepted by the majority of  people, rather farfetched. I’m 
told it was supposed to be satire but reading it this year, I was 
struck by how close it managed to come to the real-world 
impacts of  AI and social media on our privacy and our in-
terpersonal relationships. I found it unsettling and have opt-
ed not to read the sequel for now. 
I’ll keep you posted if  I become an AI aficionado, and I 
hereby promise to tell you if  AI writes one of  these columns 
someday. In the meantime, send me a note if  you come 
across a great novel about AI, just not written by AI if  you 
please. 

M  day job has recently “licensed” me to become an Artificial Intel-
ligence user. Many colleagues and friends are making significant use 
of  this new tool. I will make an effort, but based on my experiences so 

far, I don’t think I will be a super-user any time soon. Thankfully my work is largely peo-
ple focused and does not include “vectorized organizational datasets” or “visual system 
object recognition” nor most of  the topics referenced in the training modules. 

y

L ibraries have always held a special place in Cin-
dy Hori’s life. As a child, they were a sanctuary and 
the one place her parents encouraged her to spend 

entire days exploring. That early love of  reading and re-
search shaped Cindy’s academic path and led to her first 
college degree in History.
Later, as she transitioned into finance and accounting, she 
carried that same passion for learning into her professional 
life. Over the years, Cindy developed an extensive exper-
tise across non-profit and for-profit organizations, including 
specialties in accounting disciplines such as endowment and 
gift-giving, fund and governmental accounting, as well as 
sponsored funds and grant management. She also enjoyed 
educating others about financial matters, helping to demy-
stify the often-misunderstood world of  accounting and fi-

Introducing new HLF Board member Cindy Hori
nance. For the past ten years, 
Cindy has worked as the Fi-
nance Director at Cypress 
Grove Cheese in Arcata.
Joining the Humboldt Li-
brary Foundation Board 
feels like the perfect way 
for Cindy to bring together 
her lifelong love of  libraries 
and professional experience. 
It offers an opportunity to 
combine her appreciation 
for libraries with her profes-
sional background, helping to bolster the Humboldt Library 
Foundation’s cornerstones of  knowledge and community.



HLF News    Page 3    

Wright’s Recommendations
by Erika Wright

From the Director’s Desk
CHRIS COOPER

As we celebrate the arrival of  spring, I want to 
express my heartfelt thanks to the Humboldt 
Library Foundation for your unwavering 

support. We are a stronger library system with you and the 
HLF donors as partners. 
Spring’s abundant growth is mirrored at the library. With 
HLF’s support we’ve seen an increase in usage, checkouts, 
patron appreciation, and engagement. 
Speaking of  engagement, four wedding ceremonies were 
held in the Humboldt Room on Valentine’s Day. It was a 
pleasure to work with County Clerk Recorder Juan Cer-
vantes and his team. Humboldt County Supervisor Mike 
Wilson served as the wedding officiant. Many thanks to li-
brary staffers Althea Christensen, Alyssa Ihle, and Hershey 
Moreno for conceptualizing and creating wedding gifts for 
the couples. A member of  one of  the wedding parties even 
consulted with Humboldt Room Docent, Joe Bonino for as-
sistance with a Humboldt County history query!
In keeping with the library’s mission to be inclusive for all 
members of  the community regardless of  financial capacity, 
we are grateful for the grants to purchase new color print-
ers at Blue Lake, Ferndale, and Willow Creek Branches.  
The printers are a welcome addition, they enable students 
to print their assignments at an affordable price as well for 
community members to print flyers, and other information-
al materials.

Please join me in welcoming India Broadbent, the 
new Ferndale Library Branch Coordinator. India 
grew up in Humboldt County and received their first 
library card at the Eureka Main Library in 1995, the 
year it opened. India is passionate about libraries as 
community care. “To me libraries represent Hope. 
In a world with so many challenges we manage to 
keep public libraries free and accessible to every de-
mographic. Public Libraries are the great equalizer 
of  any society, providing patrons access to informa-
tion, resources and community regardless of  socio-
economic status. It’s such a valuable and important 
way to serve the public and I look forward to bringing my 
passion and enthusiasm to Ferndale and continuing to work 
with the HCL team.” – India Broadbent
In McKinleyville, after seven months of  planning and con-
struction, the new charging station is online. We invite you 
to charge your electric vehicle while you choose your next 
read or participate in one of  the various activities offered 
like crafting, book clubs, and story hour. 
I wish each of  you a vibrant spring season and hope to see 
you at the library one day very soon.

T he Sentence by Louise Erdrich: Jen at The 
Booklegger said this is maybe one of  her favorite 
books of  all time, and if  you love Louise Erdrich, 

you will likely enjoy it too. Set in Minneapolis, the novel 
plays with the many meanings of  the word “sentence.” The 
main character, Tookie, is imperfect but likable. She makes 
questionable decisions, but she has a good heart. Early on, 
Tookie goes to jail and after her release, she finds work at a 
small, independent Native American bookstore. The shop 
becomes haunted by one of  its most irritating, recently de-
ceased, customers. Tookie describes her as a relentless col-
lector of  all things Indigenous. As Flora’s presence grows 
more threatening, Tookie sets out to understand why her 
ghost refuses to move on. The story begins on All Saints 

Day 2019 and spans the following 
year. Midway through, the pandemic 
hits, and the novel captures the fear 
and uncertainty of  that time quite 
well. Books are deemed an essential 
service, and at its core, this is a nov-
el about the power of  books; written 
for people who love them. It even includes a substantial list 
of  recommended reads. Along the way, this story takes on 
colonialism, intergenerational trauma, the prison system, 
cultural appropriation, resilience, and the power of  connec-
tion. It weaves together complex family dynamics, a sharp 
critique of  systemic racism and the oppression of  communi-
ties of  color all with an abundance of  big, messy love.
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2025 Gala Report

W hat a night! Thank you to our wonderful 
donors for a record-breaking night of  fund-
raising for Humboldt County’s libraries. 

The 2025 Holiday Gala was a smashing success! Amid 
lights, laughter, and much excitement we raised over 
$135,000.
The live auction was led by our own Senator, Mike 
McGuire, and the audience responded to his infectious 
energy with enormous enthusiasm. So many local busi-
nesses and artists donated luxurious items for both the 
live and silent auctions. We are ever grateful to them for 
their support and encourage you to review the list of  
donors in this newsletter, extend them your patronage, 
and let them know they are appreciated. 
There was one special auction item that raised over 
$50,000! If  you were there, you are already in the know 
and probably had a hand in the great success. If  not, 
watch this space for some very exciting news in 2027! 
See you at the next gala in December!

Library Lovers Raise Record-Breaking Funds

(top) Past and present Humboldt County elected officials with 
2025 Helen Everett awardee, Julie Fulkerson. (middle) HLF 
board member Pamela Dressler and guests. (left) HLF founder 
and past president Elizabeth Murguia and Vis Upatisringa. 
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511 Restaurant
A to Z Eye Care
Adventure’s Edge
Almquist Lumber
Joseph Amaral
Marilyn Andrews
Jennifer Baird	
JoAnn Bauer
Benbow Historic Inn
Bicoastal Media
Booklegger
Brick & Fire Bistro
C Crane
Café Brio
Café Phoenix
Ciara’s Irish Shop
Lynn Cleary
Patrick Cleary & Cat Koshkin
Cypress Grove Cheese
Richard Duning
Eureka Books
Eureka Chamber Music Series
Eureka Readymix Concrete, Inc
Eureka Symphony
Bob Felter
Fieldbrook Winery
Foggy Bottom Boys
Gabriel’s Italian Restaurant
Edge Gerring 
Zuretti Goosby 
Bryan Hawes
Mike Hayes
Holly Yashi
Chris House 
Humboldt Bay Rowing Associa-
tion
Humboldt Distillery
Humboldt Smokehouse
Hydrangea Inn 
J Lopiccolo Blades
Jewell Distilleries
Joyce Jonte
Melanie Kasek 
Suk Choo Kim Family

Thank You Auction Donors

Kokatat	
Lady Anne Victorian Inn
Rollie Lamberson 
Leon’s Car Care Center
Libation
Living Styles
Pam Long
Peggy Loudon	
Jim Lowry
Madaket	
Dave Marshall
Michele McKeegan & Ed Ols-
gard
Ryan McMurran 
Jim McVicker	
Madaket
Makino Studios
Susan Michals
Miller Farms
Mira Eagle Creations
Moonstone Crossing Winery
Moonstone Grill
Liz Murguia 
Nilsen Co.
Kathy O’Leary 
Old Growth Cellars
Panache Hair Salon 

Pen+Pine
Pierson Building Center
Plaza Be Inspired
Dan Primerano
Ramones Bakery & Cafe
Requa Inn
Nancy & Paul Rickard 
Alan Sanborn
Sequoia Park Zoo 
Shafer’s Ace Hardware
Shamus T-Bones
Shoshanna 
Bruce Slightom
Smalls Restaurant
John Stokes III 
Haniel Tanski
The DANCO Group
The Detail Doctor
The Greene Lily
The Ivanhoe
The Sea Grill
Turnbull Wine Cellars
Whale Tail Cottage
Loryn White
Wildberries Market
Donna Wildearth
Zulu Nyala

HLF board member Maggie 
Fleming and guests
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BOARD OF SPONSORS  •  Jan. 1, 2025 to Mar. 31, 2026 

Platinum Founder
Alicia & David Abell • Verne & Nancy Frost • Fulkerson 
Family Fund • Michele McKeegan & Ed Olsgard • Pacific 
Gas and Electric Company • Lynne & Jeffery Todoroff • 
Vis Upatisringa

Founder
Mike & Leslie Anderson • Mary Bobbitt • Jane Callahan 
& Kevin Westbrook • Charles & Anna M. Pedrazzini 
Foundation • Terri Clark & Marty Lay • Pamela Dressler • 
David and Penny Eckert • Maggie Fleming & Bret Harvey 
Barbara Groom • Susan Hansen • Richard & Susanne 
Hendry • Judith Hinman • Marie and James Johnson • Mary 
Lou & Alan Lowry • Dennis Mello • Susan O’Connor & 
Tim Crlenjak • Carrie Peyton-Dahlberg • Pierson Building 
Center • Birgitta Portalupi • Virginia Rowen

President’s Circle
Greg & DJ Anderson • Jeannemarie Baker & Dale Warmuth 
Barnum Timber Company • JoAnn Bauer & Don Garrison 
Sally & John Biggin • Jim Elferdink & Joy Hardin • Sharon 
Ferrett & Sam Pennisi • Sue Galliani & Stacey Juell • Richard 
Greaney • Lynn Harvey & Joel Mielke • Rusty Hicks & 
Sandra Sanchez •  Humboldt Redwood Co. • Kay Johnson 
Allan Katz • Lester Krause & Elizabeth Hans McCrone • 
Jeannette Lackett • Raymond Lacy II, DDS • Lee Leer & 
Nancy Dye Leer • John & Jackie McBeth •  Mercer-Fraser 
Co. • Elizabeth Murguia •  O’Dell Foundation • Felicia 
Oldfather • Neil Palmer & Janelle Egger • Susan Parsons • 
Anne Pierson • Kathy Sattler • Alison & Scott Talbott 

Library Advocate
Pete & Mary Ann Bansen • Barbara Barratt •  Pam 
Cavanagh • Luther Cobb & Ellen Mahoney • Judy Dixon 
Genia Garibaldi • Mark & Anne Harris • Arlene Hartin 
Debra Hartridge & Ira Blatt • Dan & Donna Hauser • 
Jack & Peggy Irvine • Fred & Martha Johansen • Diane 
Korsower & Darius Brotman • Peter & Nancy LaVallee • 
Nancy Lengyel • Bob Libershal • Mary Meengs • Jeanne 
Nicolds • Julie Ohnemus • John & Jackie Petersen • Sarah 

Ross • Bob Rottenberg & Suzanne Kimmel •  Scrapper’s 
Edge • Leslie & Bruce Silvey • Craig Spjut • Robert Taborski 
Anda Webb & Jud Ellinwood • Thomas Wrigley

Sustaining
Jim & Kay Able • Mary & Eric Almquist • Jessica Bansen 
Ken & Shirley Bay • Joan & Randall Bennett • Chris & 
Richard Beresford • Linda Berquist • Arlene Broyles • Sally 
Christensen • Jim & Donna Clark • Patrick & Renee Cloney 
Coast Central Credit Union • Greg & Carol Conners • Roy 
Corsetti, CPA • Duke Diehl • Linda Disiere • Joan Edwards 
& Andrew Hooper • Bob Felter • James & Annie Floss • Alice 
Ford-Sala • Bob & Mary Gearheart • Jennifer Hanson Arlene 
Hartin • Sherry Hazelton • Lori Hendrick • David Hitchcock 
& Danelle Merz • Rees Hughes & Amy Uyeki Humboldt 
Association of  Realtors • Laura Hussey • Erik & Toni Jansson 
• Roz Keller • Sharmon & Peter Kenyon Eric Kirk & Jana 
Kirk-Levine • Willie & Vicki Knapp • Tom & Maria Krenek 
• Theresa Kruger • Kathy & Dick LaForge •  Law Office of  
W. G. Watson, Jr. •  Leon’s Car Care Center • Ann Lindsay 
& Alan Glaseroff • Byrd Lochtie Tina Mackenzie & Norm 
Polston • Theresa Malloy • Faith Mason • Willa & Henry 
Mauro • Judith & David McGinty • Mike & Jane Minor • 
James K. Morrison • Sue Lee & Archie Mossman • Carolyn 
Mueller • Jack & Wynona Nash • Judy Nelson • Joan Nilsen 
• Cyril & Mary Oberlander • Milton Phegley • Virginia 
Plambeck • William & Carolyn Prescott • Dale Preston & 
Kay Sennott • Mark Pringle • Carol Rische • James Rizza • 
Mary Romaidis • Wendy Rowan • Linda Russ • John & Quynh 
Schafer • Erich Franz Schimps • Russell Shaddix • Kathryn 
Shaini • Harold Smith • Jane Spini • Howard & Rebecca 
Stauffer • Susan & Jim Stephenson • Dale & Cindy Stockly • 
Stephen Strawn • Ken & Karen Suiker • Calista Sullivan & 
Daniel Sanborn • Penny & Wayne Sohrakoff • Patsy Svarvari 
The Tiferet Center • Pat Thomas & John Kulstad •  Tomo 
Japanese • Sara Traphagen & Dave Duda • Kirsten Trump 
Denise Vanden Bos & Peter Pennekamp • Barbara Walser • 
Lynn & Bob Wells • Sharon Welton • Sandra & Bill Weyer • 
Richard & Susan Whaley • Joan Williams •  Dr. Richard J. 
Wolf  Memorial Fund • John Woolley

“Access to knowledge is the superb, the supreme act of  truly great 
civilizations. Of  all the institutions that purport to do this, free 
libraries stand virtually alone in accomplishing this mission.”

– Toni Morrison
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LEGACY CIRCLE & DONOR SPOTLIGHT

2026 LEGACY CIRCLE 
The HLF Legacy Circle comprises a special group of  indi-
viduals who have remembered HLF in their wills or estate 
plans. These gifts will grow the HLF Endowment Fund, a 
long-term strategy to provide enhanced funding for the li-
brary in perpetuity.

Tom & Roberta Allen
Jim & Judy Anderson

Jon Michael Asmundson
Barbara Barratt

Mona Beaver
Patty Berg

John Vincent Birbeck
Norma Bohrer

Kathrin Burleson
Gladys Burritt
Pam Cavanagh
Karen Childers

Marge & Max Custis
Sandra Corcoran

Jud Ellinwood & Anda Webb
Nancy Frost

Julie Fulkerson & Lynn Evans
Genia Garibaldi

For every new HLF Legacy Circle member added, long-time 
supporters Ed Olsgard and Michele McKeegan generously 
make a $500 contribution to HLF. So please consider to-
day—your planning will provide immediate and long-term 
support for the public library.

Bill & Grace Greenwood
Susan Hansen
Catherine Hart
Judith Hinman

Thelma & Ted Ingebritson
Connie Kaiser

Allan Katz
Tom & Judy Klapproth

Jeannette Lackett
Peter & Nancy LaVallee

Leslie Lollich
Barbara and Joseph MacTurk

Dennis & Satoko McCarn
John & Sara Moore
Elizabeth Murguia

Kenzie & Michael Mullen
Ed Olsgard & Michele McKeegan

Wynona Nash

Bruce Neidorf
Susan O’Connor
Birgitta Portalupi

Mary McKendrick (Beth) Powell
Jerry & Gisela Rohde
Kelly & Neal Sanders

Richard Stanewick
Jane Stein

Angus & Joan Stewart
Judith Stoffer

Alison & Scott Talbott
Sara Traphagen

Vis & Sally Upatisringa
Valera Vierra

Edward & Judy Webb
Raymond and Pauline Wickel

Donna Wildearth

H annah has loved libraries for as long as she can remember. “I’ve 
always loved reading,” she says. “Anything that gives people access 
to books they don’t have to buy; that’s something worth supporting.” 

Hannah visits both the Eureka Main Library and the Fortuna branch with her 
daughter several times a week.
Over the years, Hannah has come to see the library as something much larger 
than a building full of  books. “It’s a focal point, a heartbeat of  the communi-
ty,” she says. “There’s always something happening; story times, events, peo-
ple connecting. You really feel part of  something when you’re there.”
Hannah particularly loves the Buy a Book fundraiser. “So many of  the chil-
dren’s books we check out have those nameplates honoring someone. I’ll open 
one and sometimes I recognize the name. It’s such a beautiful way to remem-
ber someone; their name doesn’t fade away, it keeps living on through stories.”
For Hannah, the library is woven into her family’s daily life. “Having the li-
brary as part of  your life is so rewarding in ways you don’t even realize,” she 
says. “It’s something that gets passed down. I imagine my daughter will be 
a library donor someday too, because of  what the library has done for her.”

Donor Spotlight: 
Hannah Eisloeffel

Hannah’s husband, Nic, reading 
to their daughter, Yahti.
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President: Alison Talbott 
Vice-President: Peter LaVallee 

Secretary: Jane Callahan 
Treasurer: Susan O’Connor
JoAnn Bauer • Pamela Dressler 
Maggie Fleming • Cindy Hori

Jack Irvine • Lee Leer • Tom Mays  
Elizabeth Murguia • Erika Wright

Staff
Carrie Grant, Project Coordinator

Directors Emeritus
Marge Custis ‡ • Bonnie Neely  

Sally Upatisringa ‡ • Janie Walsh ‡ 
Mid Westfall ‡

Eureka Main Branch
1313 3rd St.   707-269-1900

Arcata Branch
500 Seventh St.  707-822-5954

Blue Lake Branch
1100 Greenwood Ave.  707-668-4207

Ferndale Branch
807 Main St.   707-786-9559

Fortuna Branch
775 14th St.   707-725-3460

Garberville Branch
715 Cedar St.   707-923-2230

Hoopa Branch
Loop Rd. at Orchard St.

530-625-5082
McKinleyville Branch

1606 Pickett Rd.   707-839-4459
Rio Dell Branch

715 Wildwood Ave.   707-764-3333
Trinidad Branch

380 Janis Ct.   707-677-0227
Willow Creek Branch

Hwys 299 & 96   530-629-2146
Bookmobile
707-267-9933

Library At Your Door
707-269-1954

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LIBRARY BRANCHES

Humboldt Library Foundation
PO Box 440
Eureka, CA 95502
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Every children’s book added to the collection rep-
resents a new world for a young reader to discover. The 
books we read growing up shape our perspective and 

expand our sense of  what’s possible. 
For as little as $10 per month, you can inspire a child or cata-
pult a teen into a habit of  lifelong enjoyment. Help HLF help the librarians put new 
books in the hands of  kids and teens across the county. 
It’s simple, it’s fast, it’s easy. Go to our website and click on the DONATE button. 
Make a one-time donation or join the Book a Month Club! Open the world for young 
readers to discover. 

Help Build the Collection

humboldtlibraryfoundation.org


