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The Institute of  Museum and Library Services (IMLS) is an 
independent federal agency that supports libraries, archives, 
and museums in all 50 states and U.S. territories. Created in 
1996, IMLS is the federal government’s source of  support 
for these local institutions, with a total budget of  $290 mil-
lion—$160 million of  which goes to state library agencies 

cannot be said for other libraries throughout our country. 
Some rural libraries will close. Our library system will con-
tinue to operate and even thrive, in large part due to your 
support of  the Humboldt Library Foundation. HLF’s com-
mitment to our libraries is stronger than ever.

We encourage you to let your legislators know that libraries 
are a priority for you, that they are here not to tell just one 
story, but to tell everyone’s story. 

We also remind you to visit your local library, thank a librar-
ian or staff member for their work, check out a book, attend 
a movie night or join a book club. Make USE of  this vital 
institution—it is all of  ours to enjoy and benefit from. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER SLASHES INSTITUTE OF MUSEUM 
AND LIBRARY SERVICES / GRANTS TO LOCAL LIBRARIES

Let your legislators know that 
libraries are a priority for you, 
that they are here not to tell just 
one story, but to tell everyone’s 
story. 

that in turn is competitively grant funded to local libraries 
to support operations, construction projects, early literacy 
development, summer reading for kids, access to high-speed 
internet, and more. 

A March 14 Executive Order decreed that the IMLS be 
“eliminated to the maximum extent consistent with applica-
ble law.” On March 31 the administration placed the entire 
IMLS staff on leave for up to 90 days, a move that will pre-
vent 2025 grants from being reviewed and processed. 

Deputy Secretary of  Labor and newly appointed IMLS 
acting director, Keith Sonderling said, “We will revitalize 
IMLS and restore focus on patriotism, ensuring we preserve 
our country’s core values, promote American exceptional-
ism, and cultivate love of  country in future generations.”

While our Humboldt County libraries have benefitted from 
IMLS grants, including the recent establishment of  the “Li-
brary of  Things” at the Hoopa Branch, we will not expe-
rience a devastating impact from these actions. The same 

“I wish it need not have happened in 
my time,” said Frodo. “So do I” said 
Gandalf, “and so do all who live to see 
such times. But that is not for them to 
decide. All we have to decide is what to 
do with the time that is given us.”

~J.R.R. Tolkien
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From the President’s Desk
ALISON TALBOTT

In April, I had the pleasure of  attending a pre-screening 
of  the Independent Lens documentary, Free For All: The 
Public Library. The Humboldt County Library and 
KEET collaborated to bring this absolutely fantastic doc-
umentary to the community prior to it being available on 
television. The film tells of  the “quiet revolutionaries” who 
made America’s public libraries the vital institution they 
are today. “From the pioneering women behind the ‘Free 
Library Movement’ to today’s librarians who service the 

public despite working in a contentious age of  closures and 
book bans, meet those who created a civic institution where 
everything is free and the doors are open to all.” 
It is hardly a secret that I am a passionate library nerd and 
watching this movie was quite validating—it was also incred-
ibly motivating. Friends, we are part of  a rich tradition of  
supporting an institution that is foundational to the America 
that I have known and loved. I have taken for granted that 
the library will always be there, but it is only with ongoing 
care and vigilance that the “palace of  the people” will con-
tinue to thrive. 
In times when even a glance at the headlines is to suffer 
moral injury, feelings of  powerlessness and grief  can over-
whelm. It is, as always, a deep comfort to take breaks and 
curl up with old favorites or speculative fiction from the far 
future, but reality creeps back in. Watching this film remind-
ed me that it is each of  us, doing our small part that creates 
a legacy for our children, our community, even our nation. 
Whether you are a member of  our Board of  Sponsors, part 
of  the Book a Month Club, an attendee at our annual gala 
(see photos pages 9-11), or making donations as a “gift to” 
or “in memory of ” a loved one, every bit of  your support 
ensures the continued vitality of  one of  America’s finest 
achievements. I feel so honored to follow in the footsteps 
of  the early public library advocates, and I am fired up to 
continue supporting Humboldt County’s libraries with all 
of  you. 
I encourage you to seek out this compelling documentary 
and experience for yourself  the optimism and invigoration 
it provided me.

Friends, we are part of  a rich 
tradition of  supporting an 
institution that is foundational 
to the America that I have 
known and loved.

I tell people, make a list of ten things you hate and tear them down in 
a short story or poem. Make a list of ten things you love and celebrate 
them. When I wrote Fahrenheit 451 I hated book burners and I loved 
libraries. So there you go.

~ Ray Bradbury
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PAMELA DRESSLER

NEW HLF BOARD MEMBERS

Pamela’s resume reads like an epic novel. With early jobs 
that included Yosemite firefighting, sheepshearing in Austra-
lia, and teaching in Nanjing, China she eventually became 
in-house strategy consultant for a 3.9 billion dollar holding 
company that included brands like Fiji, Cuties Clemen-
tines, and Pom. Since 2004 she has managed Cypress Grove 
Cheese and is now the President and Managing Director 
for Cypress Grove Cheese and Meyenberg Goat Milk, as 
well as Chair of  the board of  Redwood Hill Creamery and 
Cowgirl Creamery.   
Pamela shared, “Libraries are my happy place. I have such 
fond memories of  visiting our beautiful library with my kids 
on a rainy afternoon, filling up our big bag with books and 
then returning home to spend hours perusing them all.  Ad-
ditionally, I value libraries in general for being one of  the 
few remaining third spaces in our society, a public space 
open to all that offers a sense of  community and belong-
ing, to say nothing of  the opportunities to learn and explore 
new ideas/worlds. Libraries are one of  the best things about 
modern society and I’d like to help ensure ours has the re-
sources to remain vibrant and welcoming.”

Family physician Lee Leer recently joined the Humboldt li-
brary Foundation Board. With degrees from UC Berkeley 
and the University of  Southern California, Lee has prac-
ticed medicine in Humboldt County for over 30 years. Lee’s 
passion for music and community led him to be the found-
ing medical director of  the ‘Jah Med’ medical response 
unit. Since 2005 Jah Med has safeguarded the health and 
well-being of  countless attendees at music festivals around 
the state – including our own Reggae on the River and the 
storied Monterey Jazz Festival. 
When asked about joining the HLF board Lee said, “Until 
very recently I’ve not thought much about libraries. Had 
you asked me, I’d have said they’re important community re-
sources, but I had never considered getting involved. Things 
changed for me for two reasons: (1) the recent political envi-
ronment seems to be turning against freedom of  speech and 
we seem to be entering an era of  aggressive book/thought 
banning, and (2) I was hugely inspired by the recent Gala. 
I now welcome the opportunity to do my small part to help 
ensure the survival of  our local public library system with its 
attendant free public access to knowledge, enjoyment, art, 
escapism, and challenging and controversial information.”

LEE LEER
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From the Director’s Desk
CHRIS COOPER

Over the past two and half  years, the Humboldt County 
Library has experienced the retirement of  seven employees 
with an average tenure of  forty years. As the library moves 
forward, we have appointed many gifted and talented peo-
ple internally and from beyond Humboldt County to serve 
in key roles. Here are some of  our newest hires.

The Humboldt County 
Library is pleased to announce 
the appointment of  the new 
Senior Library Assistant 
for the Acquisitions and 
Technical Services Division, 
Althea Christensen. 
Althea’s appointment comes 
after a search that yielded 
many highly qualified 
candidates. Althea has 

worked as a Library Assistant I/II for the Humboldt 
County Library since July 2022. As a cataloger, Althea has 
completed additional training in cataloging videos, maps, 
3D objects, and graphic novels. In October 2024, Althea 
attended the OLAC (Online Audiovisual Catalogers) 
Network Conference in Minneapolis. Her enthusiasm 
for the position and library services was evident from her 
work on the Library of  Things project for the Kim Yerton 
Memorial Library and the reimagining of  the graphic 
novel collection in a dedicated space. Regarding Althea’s 
appointment, Library Division Manager Corin Balkovek 
stated “Althea is dedicated and enthusiastic. She never 
hesitates to roll up her sleeves for finding creative solutions 
to improve access to library resources. We are excited to 
see her in an expanded role and continue her commitment 
to the tradition of  high-quality library services across the 
Humboldt County system.”
Prior to that Althea worked for over ten years in the animal 
sheltering field, and two years working with local elemen-
tary school students. Her hobbies include hiking, arts and 
crafts (ask her about artist trading cards), and gardening. 
Her passion for library work and her boundless energy will 
be a great benefit to staff, volunteers, and library customers.
Katie Mitchell is our newest addition to Team HCL. 
Katie is primarily assisting Administrative Services Officer 
Kara Fales in administration, though she will receive train-

ing for other roles in Eureka and in north coast branches. 
Katie’s work experience includes serving as the branch 

manager of  the Loyalton Li-
brary in Sierra County and 
as a Literacy Program Assis-
tant for the Quincy Library 
in Plumas County. She also 
worked as a Family Outreach 
Worker, Food Bank Coordi-
nator, and Temporary Office 
Manager for the High Sierras 
Family Resource Center.
Katie is from a big fami-
ly from the small mountain 

town of  Loyalton, California. She has a bachelor’s degree 
in general studies with an emphasis on secondary education: 
math and science and museum studies from the University 
of  Nevada Reno. She has spent most of  her professional ca-
reer in libraries or in offices, usually in front facing positions. 
Katie enjoys working with patrons, as well as doing behind-
the-scenes work. She has also worked for a small newspaper, 
an ice cream shop, and as an ESL tutor abroad. Her favorite 
genre of  books is sci-f/fantasy, and her favorite genre of  mu-
sic is acoustic folk. Katie is very excited to be working for the 
Humboldt County Library.
Cheyenne Janger brings a diverse skill set to her new role 
in the Youth Services and Circulation divisions at the Eureka 
Library. She is thrilled to be a 
part of  the Humboldt Coun-
ty Library team. Originally 
from San Diego, California, 
she moved to Humboldt in 
2016 to pursue a bachelor’s 
degree in English Literary 
Studies. Cheyenne worked as 
a Student Assistant II in the 
Circulation Division of  the 
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Cal Poly Humboldt Library from 2016-2020. She brings 
extensive customer service, data entry, and office experi-
ence to the position through her work with Harland Law 
Firm, Bear Humboldt, and Heart of  Humboldt. In addition 
to providing support for the Eureka Library, Cheyenne is 
currently serving as a substitute for the Fortuna, Ferndale, 
McKinleyville, and Arcata Libraries. 
In her spare time, Cheyenne enjoys reading, crafting, and 
playing Dungeons & Dragons with friends and family. 
During the warmer months, she loves hiking through our 
stunning state parks and camping throughout California to 

experience its diverse natural 
beauty.
Library Assistant Virgin-
ia Noble is the latest em-
ployee to join the Arcata Li-
brary team. She has worked 
for HCL for over two years, 
providing critical support to 
the northern branches and 
the Eureka Library. Virginia 
is reliable, trustworthy, and 

a consummate professional. She was part of  the dynamic 
onboarding cohort that included Dom Christenson, Cay-
man McFarland and Hershey Moreno. Prior to working for 
HCL, Virginia worked for Warren Creek Farms in Arcata. 
She has worked or volunteered for the Redwood Parks Con-
servancy, Yellowstone National Park and the Arcata Marsh 
Interpretive Center.
Library Assistant I Saman-
tha Pate graduated from Cal 
Poly Humboldt in 2024 with 
a bachelor’s degree in histo-
ry. For her Senior Capstone 
project, she wrote an almost 
30-page paper about Bigfoot 
and his evolution from a folk-
lore tale into a consumerist 
icon. The paper won second 
place for the Barnum His-
tory Award in Spring 2024. Her favorite hobbies include 
reading, crocheting, and watching Star Trek. She is also the 
proud owner of  a Betta fish named Opal and a snail named 
Shelley. 
Samantha has worked as a student assistant in the Eure-
ka High School and Cal Poly Humboldt Libraries, and she 
has contributed to an archiving project for the Eureka Heri-
tage Society. Samantha is versatile; she provides support for 
Youth Services, Circulation, and Acquisitions and Techni-

cal Services. Samantha also 
assists in branch locations on 
an as-needed basis. 
The library has hired Library 
Assistant John Fintel as a 
customer service specialist to 
assist with night shifts in the 
Arcata, Eureka, Ferndale, 
and Fortuna Branches. John 

states, “I’ve been proud to call Humboldt County home 
for the past 18 years. I graduated from College of  the Red-
woods with associate degrees in Humanities & Communi-
cation, Behavioral & Social Science, and Anthropology. For 
the past 15 years, I’ve built a diverse career in the hospitality 
industry, gaining experience in various roles. In my free time 
I enjoy photography, hiking, Latin partner dance with my 
wife, and volunteering at plac-
es like the Sequoia Park Zoo.” 
John works days at the Victo-
rian Inn in Ferndale.
Library Assistant Erika Mor-
lan, also known as Squeaky, 
was born and raised in South-
ern California, graduated 
from Reed College in Oregon 
and lived for a while in St. Pe-
tersburg, Russia. She attended 
law school in San Francisco 
but dropped out to raise a family and work for the library 
in Sonoma County. In 2005, Squeaky moved to Humboldt 
County, living off-grid on a homestead in Honeydew and 
joining the volunteer fire company. She recently moved 
to Eureka and has been spending her time renovating her 
house, learning to play piano and volunteering at the library.
Squeaky served the Sonoma County Public Library’s Wind-
sor and Healdsburg Libraries as a library clerk and assistant.
Hailing from the Central Valley, Library Assistant Chantal 
Gonzalez brings customer experience from her time 
working as a Library Assistant for the Fresno County Public 

Library and as a barista for 
Starbucks.
Originally a Fresno native, 
Chantal is excited to be a part 
of  the team. Chantal’s favor-
ite activities include reading, 
watching/logging movies and 
scrapbooking. 
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Do you love borrowing from the library, but need assistance 
getting materials? The library will bring them to you!
Library at Your Door is a home delivery service that 
currently serves patrons within a five mile radius of  the 
Arcata, Eureka, or Fortuna library branches.
The Humboldt Library Foundation and generous donors, 
including Mercer-Fraser Company, Terri Clarke and 
Marty Lay, Leslie and Bruce Silvey, Bonnie Neely, 
and the local businesses listed below provided the funding 
to purchase the cargo van. The Outbound Services Team at 
the library is passionate about putting it to use. Call them to 
set up delivery or ask questions; 707-269-1954.

LIBRARY AT YOUR DOOR

Everyone knows that shopping locally is the right thing to 
do, but savvy shoppers take an extra step and pay with cash. 
Paying with cash saves local businesses thousands of  dollars 
each year, keeping that money in the local economy. One 
small business has decided encouraging cash payments can 
be a benefit to his store and to the Humboldt County Library.
“When I bought Eureka Books three years ago I looked 
into ways to cut expenses. Credit card fees were an obvi-
ous place to start,” Solomon Everta reports. Even before 
the COVID-19 pandemic credit card usage was on the rise 
but in 2020 use of  cash dropped precipitously. “This is an 
important issue for small businesses,” said Everta, “I was 
even invited by a bookselling trade group to go to Washing-
ton, D.C. to testify about how these fees are impacting small 
businesses, but it’s not just booksellers – it’s all retailers.” 
Everta was not able to make the trip, but continues to share 
what he has learned.
After changing card processing providers and getting his 

fees down to around 4% of  each credit card sale, Everta 
worked on getting more people to stop using credit cards 
altogether. “At the bookshop I have little signs at the regis-
ters explaining that 1% of  cash sales will be donated to the 
Humboldt Library Foundation. It’s an easy way to start the 
conversation about exorbitant credit card fees.”
At the end of  every year, as Everta is working with the rest 
of  the Humboldt Library Foundation Board planning the 
annual Gala for the Library he calculates total cash sales at 
Eureka Books in the last year. One percent of  that amount 
is donated to the Foundation.
“It really is a win-win situation,” said Everta. “I get to talk 
about supporting small business and supporting the Hum-
boldt County Library. My customers get to choose to sup-
port both institutions. So, bring some cash, the next time 
you go shopping!” Keeping Everta’s suggestion in mind you 
can support local small businesses and you just might end up 
supporting the Library, too.

EUREKA BOOKS DONATES ONE PERCENT OF CASH SALES TO HLF

READING RESOURCES & RECOMMENDATIONS
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HAPPY 25TH BIRTHDAY TO THE SERENDIPITY BOOK STORE!

Serendipity Book Store, “The Little Store on the Second 
Floor” of  the Eureka Main Branch library, celebrated its 
25th birthday not long ago.  Since Friends of  the Redwood 
Libraries opened the store in the Fall of  1999, Serendipity 
has raised over $630,000 for the benefit of  the library.  
Customers love the great prices – most books are $2 and 
children’s books are even less. There are also quite a few 
items like greeting cards, maps, sheet music and ephemera 
for just 25 or 50 cents. New stock comes into the store ev-
ery week and display tables change often - savvy customers 
come in weekly to check the new arrivals shelves. The local 

history shelf  is especially popular, and books in that section 
may sell within hours. Serendipity stocks best sellers and 
classic favorites, but also older and more unusual books. It 
isn’t uncommon for customers to tell volunteers “I always 
find something great here!” as they make their purchase. 
The volunteers at the Serendipity Book Store are friend-
ly and knowledgeable. You can even find HLF’s own Su-
san O’Connor there on Thursdays. Don’t miss out on this 
charming institution on the second floor of  the Eureka li-
brary. You’re sure to find a treasure!

WRIGHT’S RECOMMENDATIONS

“Orbital” by Samantha Harvey: I couldn’t stop reading this 
short, beautifully written Booker prize winner. Set over a 
24-hour period on the space station, 250 miles above earth, 
this book is told through the eyes of  six international cos-

monauts as they go about 
their daily routine. Chie, 
for example, works with 
rats, apologizes to them for 
their discomfort, and often 
thinks about her mother’s 
passing while contem-
plating life without her. 
I loved the descriptions 
of  eating, exercising, and 
doing research in space. 
I appreciated the way the 
characters each pondered 
life and mortality as they 
looked at the earth from 
so far away. From space 
it’s a land with no borders 

or boundaries–a living, breathing, beautiful place. I loved 
this beautiful, immersive book told over the course of  the 
16 sunrises and 16 sunsets that take place over a 24-hour 
period. And it made me love our planet even more.

 “Butter – a novel of  food 
and murder” by Asako 
Yuzuki: I enjoy interna-
tional translations and 
the peek into a different 
world view. This story was 
inspired by a real person 
(the Konkatsu Killer) – a 
Japanese foodie who was 
convicted of  seducing 
and poisoning three busi-
nessmen. It begins when 
a journalist (Rika) secures 
an interview with Manako 
Kajii by asking her for her 
beef  stew recipe. Mana-

ko refuses to speak about the case, but instead sends Rika 
on food adventures. A strangely intimate relationship with 
complicated power dynamics develops between the two 
women as Rika becomes obsessed with following Mana-
ko’s life and culinary experiences. This story is rich in so 
many ways, not only in its descriptions of  food, but also as 
a societal critique–particularly of  the impossible, sometimes 
competing expectations of  women–from beauty standards, 
to fatphobia, and expectations of  marriage and children–
all from a decidedly Japanese perspective. The story also 
illustrates various forms of  friendship that defy rigid social 
norms.

HLF Board member Erika Wright is a voracious reader who doesn’t 
limit herself  to any one genre. Her book recommendations at board 
meetings have proven delightful and we are so pleased to share some 
with you here.
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2025 BOARD OF SPONSORS 

Platinum Founder
Alicia & David Abell • Verne & Nancy Frost • Michele 
McKeegan & Ed Olsgard • Pacific Gas and Electric 
Company • Kusum Stokes • Lynne & Jeffery Todoroff • Vis 
Upatisringa
Founder
Mike & Leslie Anderson • Joan Berman • Mary & Jeffrey 
Bobbitt • Jane Callahan & Kevin Westbrook • Charles & 
Anna M. Pedrazzini Foundation • Terri Clark & Marty Lay 
Pamela Dressler • Penny & David Eckert • Sharon Ferrett 
& Sam Pennisi • Maggie Fleming & Bret Harvey • Richard 
Greaney • Barbara Groom • Susan Hansen • Richard & 
Susanne Hendry • Rusty Hicks & Sandra Sanchez • Judith 
Hinman • Lee & Christine House, Vintage BMW House 
Marie Johnson • Dennis Mello • Bonnie Neely • Susan 
O’Connor & Tim Crlenjak • Pierson Building Center 
Birgitta Portalupi
President’s Circle
Greg & DJ Anderson • Barnum Timber Company • JoAnn 
Bauer • Joan Berman • Thomas Clark • Drs Luther Cobb 
& Ellen Mahoney • Jim Elferdink & Joy Hardin • Fulkerson 
Family Fund • Susan Galliani & Stacey Juell • Mary Gelinas 
& Roger James • William Greenwood & Marty Carlson 
Shelley Holstein • Kay Johnson • Allan Katz • Raymond 
Lacy II, DDS • Mary Lou & Alan Lowry • John & Jackie 
McBeth • Todd McMahon, NCRM • Mercer-Fraser Co. 
Robert & Jane Micks • Elizabeth Murguia • Nancy Noll 
Felicia Oldfather • Neil Palmer & Janelle Egger • Carrie 
Peyton-Dahlberg • Kathy Sattler • Howard & Rebecca 
Stauffer • Judith Stoffer • Alison Talbott • Turnbull Wine 
Cellars • Judy Webb • Lawrence & Ann Wieland
Library Advocate
Barbara Barratt • Ken & Shirley Bay • John & Judy Bennett 
Sally & John Biggin • Pam Cavanagh • Jim & Donna Clark 
Patrick Cleary & Cat Koshkin • Mary Dunbar • Brenda & 
Zuretti Goosby Mark & Anne Harris • Arlene Hartin     Debra 
Hartidge • Dan & Donna Hauser • Humboldt Redwood Co.  
Jack & Peggy Irvine • Fred & Martha Johansen • Eric Kirk 
& Jana Kirk-Levine • Diana Korsower & Darius Brotman  
Rollie Lamberson & Michele Olsen • Jeff & Sharon 
Lamoree • Mary Lou Lange • Peter & Nancy LaVallee  
Nancy Lengyel • Murphy Meadows • Mary Meengs • Julie 
Ohnemus • Bob Rottenberg & Suzanne Kimmel • Marilyn 
Rudzik • Scrapper’s Edge • Leslie & Bruce Silvey • Craig 
Spjut • Robert Taborski • The Stan Dixon Family • Anda 
Webb & Jud Ellinwood • Joan & Michael Williams • Robert 
& Patricia Ywaski

Sustaining
Jim & Kay Able • Mary & Eric Almquist • Jeannemarie 
Baker & Dale Warmuth • Jessica Bansen • Joan Bennett 
Chris & Richard Beresford • John & Pat Biteman • Patricia 
Bitton • Arlene Broyles • Karen Childers • Sally Christensen  
Patrick & Renee Cloney • Joe Collins Greg & Carol Conners  
Jay Davis • Duke Diehl • Linda Disiere • Deborah Dukes  
Joan Edwards & Andrew Hooper • Alice Ford-Sala • Bob 
& Mary Gearheart • Bob Gish & Joan Rainwater-Gish              
Jennifer Hanson • Harper Motors • Arlene Hartin • Lori 
Hendrick • David Hitchcock & Danelle Merz • Rees 
Hughes & Amy Uyeki • Laura Hussey • Erik & Toni Jansson  
Roz Keller • Sharmon & Peter Kenyon • David Kitchen 
Willie & Vicki Knapp • Tom & Maria Krenek • Theresa 
Kruger • Jeannette Lackett • Kathy & Dick LaForge • Law 
Office of  W. G. Watson, Jr. • Robert Lawton, Humboldt 
Mortgage Group • Connie Lefever • Sue Y. Lee & Archie 
Mossman • Leon’s Car Care Center • Bob Libershal • Ann 
Lindsay & Alan Glaseroff • Byrd Lochtie • Linda Lorvig 
Tina Mackenzie & Norm Polston • Theresa Malloy • Faith 
Mason • Willa & Henry Mauro • Judith & David McGinty  
Roberta McKay • Bonnie Mesinger • Mike & Jane Minor  
Judy Nelson • Jeanne Nicolds • Joan Nilsen • Milton Phegley 
William & Carolyn Prescott • Dale Preston & Kay Sennott      
Stanton & Anita Reynolds • Mary Romaidis • Virginia 
Rowen • Linda Russ • Jeanne Sapunor • John & Quynh 
Schafer • Erich Franz Schimps • Russell Shaddix • Kathryn 
Shaini • Harold Smith • Penny & Wayne Sohrokoff • Dale 
& Cindy Stockly • Jack Stoob • Stephen Strawn • Ken & 
Karen Suiker • Calista Sullivan & Daniel Sanborn • Patsy & 
Woody Svarvari • Neil & Judi Tarpey • Sara Traphagen & 
Dave Duda • Kirsten Trump • Denise Vanden Bos & Peter 
Pennekamp • Barbara Walser • Lynn & Bob Wells • Sharon 
Welton • Bill & Sandra Weyer • Richard & Susan Whaley  
John Woolley • Thomas Wrigley

A book too can be a star … 
a living fire to lighten the 
darkness, leading out into the 
expanding universe.

~ Madeline L’Engle



HLF News    Page 9    

2025 LEGACY CIRCLE 

The HLF Legacy Circle comprises a special group of  indi-
viduals who have remembered HLF in their wills or estate 
plans. These gifts will grow the HLF Endowment Fund, a 
long-term strategy to provide enhanced funding for the li-
brary in perpetuity.

LEGACY CIRCLE

Tom & Roberta Allen
Jim & Judy Anderson

Jon Michael Asmundson
Barbara Barratt

Mona Beaver
Patty Berg

Norma Bohrer
Kathrin Burleson

Gladys Burritt
Pam Cavanagh
Karen Childers

Marge & Max Custis
Sandra Corcoran

Jud Ellinwood & Anda Webb
Nancy Frost

Julie Fulkerson & Lynn Evans
Genia Garibaldi

Bill & Grace Greenwood
Susan Hansen
Catherine Hart
Judith Hinman

Thelma & Ted Ingebritson
Connie Kaiser

Allan Katz
Tom & Judy Klapproth

Jeannette Lackett
Peter & Nancy LaVallee

For every new HLF Legacy Circle member added, long-time 
supporters Ed Olsgard and Michele McKeegan generously 
make a $500 contribution to HLF. So please consider to-
day—your planning will provide immediate and long-term 
support for the public library.

Leslie Lollich
Barbara and Joseph MacTurk

Dennis & Satoko McCarn
John & Sara Moore
Elizabeth Murguia

Kenzie & Michael Mullen
Ed Olsgard & Michele 

McKeegan
Wynona Nash
Bruce Neidorf

Susan O’Connor
Birgitta Portalupi

Mary McKendrick (Beth) Powell

Jerry & Gisela Rohde
Kelly & Neal Sanders

Richard Stanewick
Jane Stein

Angus & Joan Stewart
Judith Stoffer

Alison & Scott Talbott
Sara Traphagen

Vis & Sally Upatisringa
Valera Vierra

Edward & Judy Webb
Raymond and Pauline Wickel

Donna Wildearth
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2025 HLF DONORS 

HLF DONORS April 1, 2024 – April 1, 2025
Alicia & David Abell • Jim & Kay Able, James L. Able 
Forestry Consultants, Inc. • Julie Abrahamsen • Steve Allen, 
GHD, Inc. • Joseph Amaral • Janice Andersen • Greg & DJ 

Anderson • Mike & 
Leslie Anderson 
Shoshanna Anthony 
Natalie Arroyo • 
Jennifer Baird • 
Jeannemarie Baker 
& Dale Warmuth • 
Jessica Bansen • 
Barnum Timber 
Company • Barbara 
Barratt • Gina & 
Scott Bauer • JoAnn 
Bauer & Don 

Garrison • Kim & Sile Bauriedel • Ken & Shirley Bay • 
Historic Benbow Inn • John & Judy Bennett • Chris & 
Richard Beresford • Dan Berman • Joan Berman • John & 
Pat Biteman • Patricia Bitton • Kathy & Ray Blair • Mary & 
Jeffrey Bobbitt • Terri Bonow • John & Adrianne Bradley • 
Susan & Tim Brater • Arlene Broyles • Gladys Burritt • 
Pamela Cahill • Cal Poly Humboldt  • Sally Call • Jane 
Callahan & Kevin Westbrook • Rita Carole • Lina Carro & 
Don Wattenbarger • Pam Cavanagh • Juan Pablo Cervantes 
• Charles Chamberlin • Christine Champe • Charles & 
Anna M. Pedrazzini Foundation  • Cindy & Wesley Chesbro 
• Karen Childers • Sally Christensen • Mike Cipra • Jim & 
Donna Clark • Laura Clark • Thomas Clark • Terri Clark & 
Marty Lay • Clif  & Laurie Clendenen • Patrick & Renee 
Cloney • Ellen Coats • Luther Cobb & Ellen Mahoney • Joe 
Collins • Compass Community Credit Union  • Greg & 
Carol Conners • Annette and Bob Cooper • Nova Cramer • 
Irene Crichton • James & Paulette Crowell • Jay Davis • 
Antonio Deleon • Cindy Denbo • Kelley Devlin-Lake • 
Duke Diehl • Daniel & Linda Dionne • Joann Dooley • 
Pamela Dressler • Roberta Duggan • Deborah Dukes • 
Mary Dunbar • Brent & Jill Duncan • Karen Eckersley • 
Penny & David Eckert • Joan Edwards & Andrew Hooper • 
Gena Rae Eichenberg • Jim Elferdink & Joy Hardin • Karole 
Ely • Ciara Emery • Kay Escarda • Michael Esko • Eureka 
Books • Jim Falls • Sharon Ferrett & Sam Pennisi • Kyle 
Finger • First 5 Humboldt  • Maggie Fleming • James & 
Annie Floss • Kacie Flynn • Janet Foos • Willard Foote & Jan 
Werren • Alice Ford-Sala • Lorna Fox • Brenda Franklin • 
Amanda Freeman • Verne & Nancy Frost • Corinne Frugoni 
• Fulkerson Family Fund  • Susan Galliani & Stacey Juell • 
Tom Gallup • Howard & Peg Gardner • Bob & Mary 
Gearheart • Mary Gelinas & Roger James • Elaine Gentry • 
Walt & Becky Giacomini • Bob Gish & Joan Rainwater-

Gish • Valerie Gizinski • Lori Goodman • Zuretti & Brenda 
Goosby • Richard Greaney • Green Diamond Resource 
Company  • William Greenwood & Marty Carlson • Barbara 
Groom • Chris Hamer • Margaret Hamnett & Richard 
Golwbiowski • Mary Ann Hansen • Susan Hansen •  Jennifer 
Hanson • Harper Motors • Mark & Anne Harris • Arlene 
Hartin • Debra Hartridge & Ira Blatt • Dan & Donna 
Hauser • Sherry Hazelton • Lori Hendrick • Richard & 
Susanne Hendry • Benjamin Hershberger • Rusty Hicks & 
Sandra Sanchez • Tere Hicks • Jody Himango • Sara Hines 
• Judith Hinman • Sean Hinman • David Hitchcock & 
Danelle Merz • Marilyn Hofstra • Nicole Holland • Shelley 
Holstein • Judith Horvath • Joyce Hough & Fred Neighbor • 
Lee & Christine 
House, Vintage 
BMW House • 
Hubbard’s German 
Auto, Inc. • Rees 
Hughes & Amyt 
Uyeki • Humboldt 
Redwood Co.  • Jan 
Hunt • Sharon & Bill 
Hunter • Laura 
Hussey • Nancy 
Ihara • Hank & Cheryl Ingham • Jack & Peggy Irvine • 
Laurie & Steve Irwin • Eva Janson • Erik & Toni Jansson • 
Milo Jarvis • Jewell Distilleries • Fred & Martha Johansen • 
James & Marie Johnson • Kevin Johnson • Ken Johnson & 
Tam Moore • Allan Katz • Ann Keaney • Charles Keele • 
Leslie Keig & David Simms • Paul Keister & Tina Said • 
Roz Keller • Barbara Kennedy • Sharmon & Peter Kenyon 
• Pamela & Bruce Kessler • Eric Kirk & Jana Kirk-Levine • 
David Kitchen • Anna Klay • Michelle Klimesh • Willie & 
Vicki Knapp • Diane Korsower & Darius Brotman • Melissa 
Kraemer • Mel & Holly Kreb • Tom & Maria Krenek • 
Theresa Kruger • Debbi Krukonis & Vincent Peloso • 
Jeannette Lackett • Kathy & Dick LaForge • Rollie 
Lamberson & Michele Olsen • Jeff & Sharon Lamoree • 
Mark & Sydney Larson • Peter & Nancy LaVallee • Law 
Office of  W. G. Watson, Jr.  • Paula Lawson • Robert Lawton, 
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Humboldt Mortgage Company • Lee Leer & Nancy Dye 
Leer • Connie Lefever • Nancy Lengyel • Bob Libershal • 
Ann Lindsay & Alan Glaseroff • Marie Liscom • Byrd 
Lochtie • Ted Loring • Linda Lorvig • Martin Love & Pat 
Somerton • Mary Lou & Alan Lowry • Samuel & Angela 
Lundeen • Tina Mackenzie & Norm Polston • Mad River 
Grange #590 • Theresa Malloy • Faith Mason • Dr. 
Thomas D. Mays & Cristina Bauss • John & Jackie McBeth 
• Stephanie McCaleb • Kathleen McClain • Laura 
McEwen • Judith & David McGinty • Mike McGuire, 
Senator • Roberta McKay • Michele McKeegan & Ed 
Olsgard • Maryjoe McLean • Todd McMahon, NCRM • 
Murphy Meadows • Mary Meengs • Dennis Mello • Mercer-
Fraser Co. • Karolyn Merz • Robert & Jane Micks • Laura 
Middlemiss • Karen Rose Miller • Ken Miller • Mike & Jane 
Minor • Star Mohatt • Fred & Jacqueline Moore • Carolyn 
Mueller • Elizabeth Murguia & Allan Katz • Madeline 
Myers • Tamara Myers • Talia Nachson • Lisa Naef  • Jack 
& Wynona Nash • Bonnie Neely • Linda Nellist • Judy 
Nelson • Jeanne Nicolds • Joan Nilsen • Nancy Noll • Jeff & 
Tami Northern • Sid & Diana Noyes • Cyril & Mary 
Oberlander • Susan O’Connor & Tim Crlenjak • Julie 
Ohnemus • Carolyn Oilar • Felicia Oldfather • Nancy Olson 
• Pete & Sue Oringer • Brooks & Carolyn Otis • Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company  • Wendy Page & Peter Needham • 

Neil Palmer & Janelle 
Egger • Florence Parks • 
Zhao Zhuo Parks • John & 
Victoria Patton • Peter 
Pennekamp & Denise 
Vanden Bos • Gena 
Pennington • Sofia Pereira 
• John & Jacqueline 
Petersen • Carrie Peyton-
Dahlberg • Ingrid Pfeiffer • 
Jim Pfingstel • Milton 

Phegley • Pierson Building Center • Virginia Plambeck • 
Birgitta Portalupi • Jennifer Poser • John Pound & Karen 
Sullivan • Beth Powell • William & Carolyn Prescott • Dale 
Preston & Kay Sennott • Mark Pringle • Geoff Proust & 
Barbara Cline • Quality Body Works  • Michael & Brooke 
Quinlan • Frances Rapin • Susan Rasmussen 
• Recology Humboldt County  • Debbie Reis 
• Stanton & Anita Reynolds • Dottie 
Riffenburg • Carol Rische • James Rizza • 
Lowell Roberts • Karen Roebuck • Stephen 
Rogers • Mary Romaidis • Bob Rottenberg 
& Suzanne Kimmel • Wendy Rowan • Emily 
Rowe • Virginia Rowen • Judith Rucker • 
Marilyn Rudzik • Linda & William Rush • 
Linda Russ • RWE Offshore Development, 

LLC • Ben Rybicki • Gary & Karen Sack • Kelly & Neal 
Sanders • Carol Sanger Lemery • Jeanne Sapunor • Lauren 
and Patrick Sarabia • Kathy Sattler • John & Quynh Schafer 
• Sherman Schapiro • Carol Scher • Jessica Schlachter • 
JoAnn Schuch • Scrapper’s Edge  • Russell Shaddix • 
Kathryn Shaini • Matthew Shiney • Leslie & Bruce Silvey • 
Doralee and Chris Smith • Harold Smith • Mary & Jake 
Smith • Penny & Wayne Sohrakoff • Howard & Rebecca 
Stauffer • Trish Stefanik • Angus & Joan Stewart • Connie 
Stewart • Alexandra Stillman • Stimson Small Business 
Service  • Dale & Cindy Stockly • Judith Stoffer • John 
Stokes III • Kusum Stokes • Stokes, Hamer, Kirk, Eads, 
Firpo, LLC  • Jack Stoob • Barbara & Richard Storm • 
Thomas Stratton • Stephen Strawn • Karen & Ken Suiker • 
Calista Sullivan & Daniel Sanborn • Connie Sundberg • 
Terry Supahan • Patsy & Woody Svarvari • Taavi Taijala • 
Alison & Scott Talbott • Neil & Judi Tarpey • Celeste Teters 
• The Richard Foundation  • The Stan Dixon Family  • Kim 
& Tom Thomas • Jack Thompson • Jim Thomson • Doris 
Timm • Stephen Timmons & Shirley Wiltshire • Frances & 
Bruce Tjarnstrom • Lynne & Jeffery Todoroff • Johnna 
Townsend • Sara Traphagen & Dave Duda • TriCounties 
Bank • Trinidad Rancheria  • Marilyn Tucker • Turnbull 
Wine Cellars • David and Gail Turner • Andrea Tuttle • 
Georgina Van Horn • Annalise Von Borstel • Nezzie Wade 
• Jaffa Wahlberg • Wendy Wahlund & Ben Shepherd • 
Barbara Walser • Sandra Walsh • Mike & Cheri Ware • Ann 
Warner • Susan Wartburg • Steve Watson • Judy Webb • 
Anda Webb & Jud Ellinwood • Sharon Welton • Jim West • 
Richard & Susan Whaley • Loryn White • Lawrence & Ann 
Wieland • Donna Wildearth • Joan & Michael Williams • 
Sally Williams • Jane Wilson • Ronda Wittenberg • John 

Woolley • Erika 
Wright • Thomas 
Wrigley • Sue Y. Lee 
& Archie Mossman • 
Kenneth Yanosko & 
Susan Frances • 
Robert & Desiree 
Yarber • Clay Yerby 
• Robert & Patricia 
Ywaski
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President: Alison Talbott 
Vice-President: Peter LaVallee 

Secretary: Jane Callahan 
Treasurer: Susan O’Connor

JoAnn Bauer 
Pamela Dressler

Ciara Emery 
Solomon Everta 
Maggie Fleming 

Jack Irvine 
Lee Leer

Tom Mays  
Elizabeth Murguia

Erika Wright

Staff
Carrie Grant

Project Coordinator

Directors Emeritus
Marge Custis ‡ 
Bonnie Neely  

Sally Upatisringa ‡
Janie Walsh ‡ 
Mid Westfall ‡

Eureka Main Branch
1313 3rd St.   707-269-1900

Arcata Branch
500 Seventh St.  707-822-5954

Blue Lake Branch
1100 Greenwood Ave.  707-668-4207

Ferndale Branch
807 Main St.   707-786-9559

Fortuna Branch
775 14th St.   707-725-3460

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LIBRARY BRANCHES

Humboldt Library Foundation
PO Box 440
Eureka, CA 95502
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Garberville Branch
715 Cedar St.   707-923-2230

Hoopa Branch
Loop Rd. at Orchard St.

530-625-5082
McKinleyville Branch

1606 Pickett Rd.   707-839-4459
Rio Dell Branch

715 Wildwood Ave.   707-764-3333

Trinidad Branch
380 Janis Ct.   707-677-0227

Willow Creek Branch
Hwys 299 & 96   530-629-2146

Bookmobile
707-267-9933

Library At Your Door
707-269-1954


